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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
ol  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1949 


A T the  close  of  the  year  which  we  are  about  to 
•^^survey,  an  event  occurred  which  dramatically 
illustrates  the  success  of  the  Institute's  work,  and  the 
vigour  and  the  spirit  of  the  social  service  which  it 
embodies.  On  4th  March,  1949,  His  Majesty  the 
King  in  Council  approved  a Royal  Charter  of 
Incorporation  for  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Blind  Welfare  to-day  is  a co-operative  effort  of  the 
State  and  Voluntary  Bodies  in  partnership,  and  the 
harmonious  relationship  now  firmly  established 
between  statutory  and  voluntary  forms  of  assistance 
can  best  be  preserved  by  fostering  the  vigour, 
efficienc}’,  adaptability  and  idealism  of  the  voluntary 
elements.  The  Royal  Charter  is  a s3'mbol  of  the 
public  recognition  of  the  existence  of  these  qualities 
in  the  voluntarj^  national  body  and,  further,  an 
indication  of  the  keen  and  sympathetic  interest 
invariably  shown  by  Their  Majesties  the  King  and 
Queen  and  members  of  the  Royal  Family  in  the 
National  Institute’s  efforts  to  better  the  lot  of  the 
blind  community. 

Indispensability  of  Voluntary  Help. — The  new  status 
of  the  National  Institute  will,  we  know,  be  gratifying 
to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  individual  helpers  who  so 
generously  support  it  with  gifts  and  personal  service. 
V'e  are  aware  that  many  of  them  have  feared  that 
the  recent  extensive  social  legislation  might  relieve 
them  of  their  self-elected  responsibility  for  doing 
good,  and  put  an  end  to  our  call  on  them  for  the  help 
they  are  always  so  willing  to  render — that  help  which 
it  is  the  personal  privilege  of  the  seeing  to  afford  to 
the  sightless.  But  we  can  reassure  them.  Not  only 
has  the  Royal  Charter  set  a seal  to  the  value  and 
indispensability  of  the  voluntary  help  given  through 
the  Institute,  but  the  Government  has  repeatedly 
reasserted  the  necessity  for  the  continuance  in  full 
tide  of  voluntary  assistance  to  the  blind.  For 
instance,  on  3rd  March,  1949,  the  Minister  of  Health 
declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  " the  National 
Assistance  Act  fully  recognizes  the  valuable  work  of 
the  voluntary  bodies  ” (organizations  for  the  welfare 
of  the  blind  and  other  handicapped  persons),  and 
expressed  the  view  that,  " in  my  opinion,  the  volun- 
tary organizations  are  the  only  means  by  which 
effective  assistance  can  be  given  to  handicapped 
classes  of  all  kinds.”  The  Minister  also  made  it  clear 
that  the  State  does  not  defray  the  cost  of  this  welfare 
work. 


The  following  phrases,  taken  from  a speech  by 
Lord  Pakenham  (.Minister  of  Civil  Aviation)  in  a latei 
House  of  Lords  debate,  emphatically  reaffirm  the 
Government's  view  of  the  value  of  voluntary  social 
service.  " Democracy  without  voluntary  exertion 
and  idealism  has  lost  its  soul.”  ” Voluntary  social 
service  organizations  have  a part  to  play  as  essential 
in  the  future  as  any  they  have  played  in  the  past.” 
“ To-day  there  is  a clearer  recognition,  to  which  the 
Government  subscribes,  of  the  truth  that  the  statutory 
and  voluntary  social  services  are  not  contradictor^^ 
but  complementary.”  “ Both  economy  and  the 
health  of  our  society  depend  on  strengthening  and 
encouraging  voluntary  effort  whenever  possible 
rather  than  supplanting  it.” 

More  Help  Needed. — In  these  circumstances,  it  is 
with  extreme  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  show  our 
deepest  sense  of  the  magnificent  work  done  by  our 
.supporters  during  the  twelve  months  under  review 
by  begging  them,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  not 
only  to  renew  but  to  extend  their  efforts  in  every 
possible  direction.  The  blind  owe  much  to  their  own 
abilities,  perseverance,  patience  and  courage  ; they 
owe  much  to  enlightened  legislation  ; but  they 
themselves  are  the  first  to  admit  that  they  owe  most  to 
the  people  with  sight  who  voluntarily  devote  their 
time,  their  capabilities  and  their  purses  to  the 
ceaseless  battering  down  of  the  barriers  of  blindness. 
Nothing  can  equal  in  value  to  the  blind  the  under- 
standing, selfless  devotion  to  them  of  their  countless 
personal  friends. 

Voluntary  Services  Growing. — The  more  the  State 
takes  cognizance  of  the  blind,  the  bigger  become  the 
voluntar\^  services  it  utilizes.  In  all  directions,  with 
or  without  the  aid  of  the  State,  the  blind  are  forging 
ahead,  climbing  out  by  innumerable  paths  from  the 
pit  of  inertia  in  which  for  centuries  they  were  buried. 
Each  of  these  paths  opens  up  a new  prospect,  and  from 
each  pioneer  comes  the  call,  as  the  following  pages 
will  show,  for  new,  novel  and  more  recondite  forms  of 
help  and  guidance.  There  is  a tendency  at  times  to 
let  our  admiration  of  the  amazing  ability  with  which 
many  blind  people  have  overcome  their  handicap  to 
cloud  and  dim  the  stark  significance  of  being  sightless 
in  a seeing  world.  This  tendency  should  be  resisted. 
Blindness  is  a terrible  fact  ; it  can  be  fought,  it  can 
be  defeated,  it  can  be  enchained — but  it  cannot  be 
killed. 
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Blind  transcriber  embossing  Braille  book  plate  from  Braille  MS. 


Give,  then,  to  the  blind,  with  utmost  generosity,  the 
arms  that  you  alone  can  give  them  to  fight  against  the 
foe.  The  Institute’s  commitments  are  exceedingly 
expensive  and,  as  the  cost  of  living  rises,  the  cost  of 
maintenance  becomes  heavier.  Much  new  money, 
too,  is  needed  for  the  objects  which  we  have  at  present 
in  view — urgent  essential  objects  necessitated  mostly 
by  the  advance  of  the  blind  themselves  into  new 
fields  of  achievement  and  independent  energy. 
Further,  more  voluntary  workers  are  required  in  all 
branches  of  our  work. 

A Special  Word  to  Solicitors. — The  financial  needs 
of  the  National  Institute  have  been  in  no  way 
lessened  by  the  National  Health  Services  Act. 
The  Institute’s  activities  are  not  health  services,  and 
it  has  to  rely  for  more  than  85  per  cent,  of  its  income 
on  gifts  and  bequests  from  the  charitable  public. 
May  we  therefore  address  this  word  particularly  to 
solicitors  : no  part  of  a bequest  to  the  Institute  is 
appropriated  by  the  State. 

Value  of  Legacies. — To  our  subscribers  we  would 
point  out  that  legacies  enable  us  to  plan  for  and 
safeguard  the  future  : they  constitute,  as  it  were,  a 
security  fund,  ready  to  buttress  a lean  period  or  bear 
the  weight  of  a new  project.  Most  of  our  legacies 
come  from  lifelong  friends  of  the  blind  who,  from  the 
deepness  of  their  sympathy,  bequeath  the  continuance 
of  their  aid  to  a future  generation. 

Forms  of  Bequest,  and  Subscription  and  Donation 
Forms,  are  enclosed  with  this  report. 
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Co-operation  in  Voluntary  Effort. — One  word  more 
before  we  begin  our  description  of  the  year  s work. 
By  successive  steps,  in  1926,  1931  and  1938,  the 
Institute’s  Council  has  been  enlarged  and  broadened 
in  the  interests  of  national  co-operation  until  to-day 
we  can  state  that  it  is  fully  representative  of  local 
government  bodies,  national  and  regional  agencies 
for  the  blind,  organizations  of  blind  people,  and  the 
personal  sympathisers  on  whom  the  fortunes  of  any  j 
voluntary  society  ultimately  depend.  VVe  can  assure  . 
our  supporters  that  we  try  to  carry  on  all  branches  of  i 
our  work  in  harmonious  relationship  not  only  with  the 
State  and  Local  Authorities,  but  with  all  national 
and  local  societies  for  the  blind.  It  is  more  than  ever  | 
essential  in  these  days  that  no  voluntary  effort 
should  be  wasted  by  overlapping  of  appeals  or 
activities  ; it  is  far  too  precious  to  be  frittered  away. 
The  goodwill  of  the  public  towards  the  blind  must 
reach  its  objects  by  the  most  appropriate  channels 
with  the  utmost  economy  in  effort,  and  all  classes 
within  the  blind  community  must  share  equally  in 
its  beneficence.  To  achieve  this  result  is  perhaps  our 
most  onerous  task  ; it  is  certainly  the  one  we  have 
most  constantly  at  heart. 

The  Institute’s  Object. — When  the  parent  body  of  the 
National  Institute  was  founded  in  1868,  its  object 
was  the  promotion  of  the  education  of  the  blind  mainly 
by  supplying  embossed  books,  music,  maps,  and 
apparatus.  That  is  still  a main  object  of  the  National 
Institute  to-day.  It  has  had  innumerable  ramifica- 
tions, leading  to  the  foundation  of  different  types  of 
schools  and  training  centres,  placement  in  employ- 
ment, and  every  form  of  personal  assistance,  but 
behind  all  our  present  activities  is  the  idea  of  educating 
the  blind,  from  infancy  to  old  age,  in  the  means  of 
overcoming  blindness  physically,  mentally,  and 
spiritually. 

Braille  and  Moon. — The  Institute  is  the  largest 
publishing  house  for  the  blind  in  the  British  Common- 
wealth and  Empire,  and  its  production  departments 
have  been  enabled  by  the  easing  of  paper  supplies 
during  the  past  year  to  work  to  full  capacity.  Most 
of  these  are  concerned  with  Braille  and  Braille 
appliances,  but  we  must  remind  our  readers  that  long 
before  the  production  of  Braille  books  in  this  country, 
books  for  the  blind  in  Moon  type,  named  after  its 
inventor.  Dr.  William  Moon,  were  being  published  at 
Brighton.  It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  as  we  celebrated 
last  year  the  centenary  of  the  establishment  in 
Brighton  of  a press  for  printing  Moon  literature  for 
the  blind,  we  give  Moon  priority  over  Braille  in  this 
report. 

Moon  Centenary. — The  main  feature  of  the  cen- 
tenary celebrations  at  Brighton  on  17th  November, 
1948,  was  the  simple,  impressive  service  conducted 
by  Canon  Robathan,  Vicar  of  Brighton,  at  the  grave 


of  Dr.  Moon  in  the  Brighton  Extra-Mural  Cemetery. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  our  Chairman, 
General  Lord  Ismay,  laid  a wreath  on  the  grave  “ in 
grateful  remembrance  of  a most  gallant  pioneer.” 
At  the  lunch  which  followed,  messages  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  were  read.  The  following  are  typical : 
Amencan  Foundation  for  the  Blind  : “ Moon  has 

exercised  a profound  influence  on  work  for  the  adult 
blind  in  every  part  of  the  United  States.”  Canadian 
National  Institute : ” At  present  we  have  5,381 

Moon  books  on  our  active  shelves.  Best  wishes  for 
continuing  and  ever-broadening  Moon  services.” 
Royal  Sydney  Institution,  Australia  : " We  earnestly 
hope  that  the  second  century  of  Moon  type  may  be 
even  more  successful  in  its  work  of  producing  happi- 
ness.” National  Library  (London)  : “ This  Library 
has  the  privilege  of  supplying  1,700  readers  of  Moon 
type,  and  their  frequent  expressions  of  gratitude  are 
an  enduring  memorial  to  Dr.  Moon.”  National 
Library  (Manchester)  : " It  was  a wonderful  day 

when  the  Moon  system  was  invented,  and  our  elderly 
readers  derive  untold  hours  of  pleasure  from  these 
books.  We  hope  that  still  more  books  will  be  pub- 
lished in  Moon.” 

Moon  Production. — Since  1914,  when  the  Moon 
Society  was  taken  over  by  the  National  Institute,  to 
the  present  time,  over  one  million  volumes  and  book- 
lets in  Moon  have  been  produced,  including  the 
complete  Bible  in  58  volumes  and  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
and  portions  of  Scripture  in  419  languages  and 
dialects.  Despite  Braille,  the  Wireless  and  the  Talking 
Book,  the  demand  does  not  slacken,  and  during  the 
period  now  under  review,  3,708  bound  volumes, 
14,441  pamphlets,  alphabet  cards,  etc.,  8,059  maga- 
zines and  23,665  newspapers  have  been  produced. 

An  old  lady  began  to  learn  Moon  when  85  years  of 


age.  Now  she  is  90,  and  her  daughter  says  she  finds 
Moon  ” a revelation,”  and  " of  constant  interest.” 
" I am  deaf-blind,”  writes  another  Moon  reader  ; 
‘‘  I have  been  reading  Moon  for  nearly  six  years,  and 
during  that  time  have  read  the  Bible  through.”  A 
correspondent  tells  us  that  “ Miss  E.  Bowles,  now  in 
her  101st  year,  is  reading  the  Century  of  Achievement 
(in  Moon)  with  the  greatest  interest.”  And  another 
Moon  reader  says  ; ” Where  I should  be  without 
Moon,  I simply  dare  not  think.” 

BraiUe  Production. — The  production  of  Braille 
books  and  periodicals  during  the  period  under  review 
was  approximately  equal  to  pre-war  production. 
The  figures — 41,662  volumes,  22,336  pamphlets, 
343,436  newspapers,  135,104  magazines — represent 
the  full  productive  capacity  of  our  existing  machinery 
and  factory  space.  We  are  consequently  faced  with  a 
grave  problem.  There  are  certain  Braille  instruction 
books  and  readers,  educational  and  vocational  books, 
editions  of  the  Bible  and  devotional  books,  etc., 
which  must  be  kept  in  stock,  and  it  is  imperative 
that  a number  of  the  long  list  of  titles  which  became 
out  of  stock  during  the  war  should  be  replaced  in 
stock  before  the  end  of  the  current  year.  At  the  same 
time,  the  demand  for  new  Braille  literature  of  aU 
kinds  is  widening  and  deepening.  The  variety  of 
subjects  in  which  the  blind  are  interested  is  limitless, 
but  the  demand  can  be  divided  broadly  into  the 
cultural,  the  utilitarian  and  the  recreational,  and  the 
output  of  Braille  must  continue  to  flow  in  these 
three  broad  streams.  The  schools,  the  wage  earners, 
the  professional  people  must  get  their  textbooks  and 
manuals,  the  tools  of  learning  and  livelihood  ; the 
huge  bulk  of  Braille  readers  must  have  the  periodicals, 
fiction  and  topical  books  which  constitute  one  of  the 
greatest  alleviations  of  blindness ; and  we  must 
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continue  to  inculcate  throughout  the  blind  community 
the  culture  of  literature  at  its  highest. 

BraiUe  Best-SeUers.  — The  Braille  best-sellers  during 
the  year  were  practically  all  the  books  produced. 
The  "following  titles  illustrate  the  variety  of  taste  : 
Star  Stories  for  Boys  and  Girls,  Daphne  du  Manner’s 
Rebecca.  Monica  Dickens’s  The  Happy  Prisoner. 
J.  B.  Priestley’s  Bright  Day,  Anne  Buchan’s  Unfor- 
gettable, Unforgotten,  Our  Friend  the  Dog  in  Verse, 
Plain  Words  by  Sir  Ernest  Gowers,  Canon 
Hutchinson’s  Milton  and  the  English  Mind,  Chernev’s 
The  Russians  Play  Chess,  and  the  French  Lingua- 
phone  Course. 

A glance  at  the  list  of  books  in  hand  shows  the 
same  diversity  of  needs  which  have  to  be  met.  H 
includes  Gray’s  Anatomy  (which  will  probably  fill 
50  or  00  Braille  volumes),  Oxford  Book  of  English 
Verse,  Kravchenko’s  I Chose  Freedom,  History  Senior 
Course,  Armstrong’s  The  Crowthers  of  Bankdam, 
Lloyd  Douglas’s  The  Robe,  Frank  Richards’  Billy 
Banter  of  Greyfriars  School,  Winston  Churchill’s 
Second  World  War  (extracts  from  which  have  already 
been  issued  in  Braille  monthly  parts).  Directory  of 
Agencies  for  the  Blind,  Seacver's  Albert  Schweitzer,  Ngaio 
Marsh’s  Died  in  the  Wool,  Maitland’s  Constitutional 
History  of  England,  T.  S.  Eliot’s  Collected  Poems, 
Vogt’s  Road  to  Survival,  Gardening  Work  Month  by 
Month,  Wordsworth’s  Prelude  and  Excursion,  Henry 
James’s  The  Ambassadors. 

These  few  titles  alone,  selected  at  random,  illustrate 
the  intense  literary  consciousness  of  the  blind  of 
to-day,  and  recognition  of  it  is  the  strongest  plea  for 
the  expansion  of  Braille  production.  Quality,  how- 
ever, should  not  be  sacrificed  to  quantity.  Many  a 
Braille  reader  is  not  simply  a lover  of  good  reading 
but  a lover  of  fine  books.  “ What  wonderful  wealth 
is  here  ! ” writes  one.  " The  book  seems  crammed 
with  beautiful  language  and  yet  its  setting  out  is  free 
and  generous.” 

Braille  Periodicals. — The  number  of  Braille 
periodicals  is  now  21.  Of  the  weeklies  alone,  over 
7,000  copies  flow  from  our  rotary  press  each  week  to  all 
parts  of  the  country.  A newcomer  is  Extracts  from 
" Law  Notes  ” (by  kind  permission  of  the  proprietors), 
produced  for  the  benefit  of  blind  lawyers.  Blind 
musicians,  blind  physiotherapists,  and  blind  clergy- 
men have  long  had  their  professional  Braille  journals. 
Blind  wireless  listeners  have  their  own  edition  of 
The  Radio  Times.  The  deaf-blind  have  their  own 
Braille  Rainbow,  which  has  been  edited  in  succession 
by  three  remarkably  able  deaf-blind  journalists.  In 
Progress,  the  popular  monthly,  a favourite  feature  is 
" Competitions,”  covering  most  things  from  brain 
twisters  and  abstruse  codes  to  limericks.  Lately, 
Mr.  Robert  Armstrong,  Chairman  of  the  Poetry 
Society,  has  offered  a prize  for  the  best  lyric  by  a blind 
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writer,  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  him  for  his 
zealous  interest  in  all  pertaining  to  the  cultural 
activities  of  the  blind. 

" The  Braille  transcribers  of  the  N.I.B.,”  writes  a 
subscriber  to  our  magazines,  “ are  doing  a f.ner  work 
than  they  can  ever  realise,  and  we  who  read  its  many 
and  e.xcellent  periodicals  owe  them  a debt  of  gratitude 
which  can  never  be  repaid.” 

Braille  Annuals. — For  the  first  time  since  1939,  all 
demands  for  our  many  Braille  Annuals  were  met. 
The  latest  Annual  is  a Braille  edition  of  The  Times 
Review  of  the  Year — a venture  which  has  proved 
highly  popular.  For  the  first  time  also  we  published 
the  Churchmans  Almanack  in  Braille,  an  annual 
publication  formerly  undertaken  by  the  S.P.C.K., 
whose  Braille  Department,  much  to  our  regret,  has 
been  closed  down.  We  have  likewise  issued  Braille 
editions  of  Special  Orders  of  Service  formerly  pro- 
duced by  the  S.P.C.K. 

Braille  Music.  — Braille  music  production  amounted 
during  the  year  to  2,098  volumes  and  5,S55  pamphlets 
or  sheet  music,  comprising  133  separate  musical 
works.  These  figures  show  a substantial  increase 
over  last  year’s  figures.  The  needs  of  professional 
blind  musicians  and  blind  music  students  have  been 
met  by  the  new  publications,  by  many  reprints  of 
works  long  out  of  stock,  and  by  additions  to  the 
Manuscript  Music  Library. 

A student  writes  : ” You  will  be  interested  to 

hear  that  I gained  the  L.R.A.M.  diploma,  and  I 
should  like  to  thank  you  for  all  you  did  to  help  me  in 
the  preparation  for  it,  in  obtaining  books  and  papers 
on  loan,  and  getting  works  transcribed  for  me.” 

Braille  Books  for  Students. — The  blind  student 
preparing  for  a professional  career  or  already  in  a 
profession  has  at  his  command  the  services  of  our 
Braille  Students’  Library  and  Manuscript  Depart- 
ment. He  needs,  of  course,  very  many  more  books 
than  are  published  in  Braille  for  the  general  reader, 
and  his  requirements  are  met  with  the  utmost 
speed,  either  by  loan  of  books  already  in  the  Library 
or  by  preparing  for  him  Braille  manuscript  copies  of 
the  works  he  requests.  These  transcriptions  are  made 
by  voluntary  Braille  writers — men  and  women  who 
have  acquired  proficiency  in  Braille  and  devote 
hours  of  labour  to  their  most  exacting  tasks.  No 
praise  can  be  too  high  for  them.  They  work  for  no 
reward  other  than  the  knowledge  that  what  they 
have  done  has  helped  a blind  student  to  tackle  his 
peculiar  difficulties  and  achieve  success. 

“ Sincere  thanks  to  you,”  writes  one  student. 
“ The  pleasure  and  value  which  will  be  derived  from 
such  a grand  piece  of  work  will  be  beyond  expression.” 
Another  says  : “ The  Greek  books  you  have  already 
sent  are  invaluable.”  A third  writes  : " 1 have  now 
completed  the  examinations,  in  which  I was  success- 
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fill.  I am  extremely  grateful  to  you  for  letting  me 
carry  out  my  studies  for  these  exams,”  and  an 
Institution  official  says  : ” How  much  we  appreciate 
the  kindness  and  patience  of  your  staff  of  helpers  for 
undertaking  this  work  ! I am  sure  the  notes  you  have 

made  for make  aU  the  difference  to  his  success 

as  a teacher.” 

One  of  our  voluntary  writers,  Mr.  N.  Sutcliffe,  has 
broken  all  previous  records  by  transcribing  60 
volumes  within  the  twelve  months,  including  technical 
books,  law  books,  and  classics.  It  is  doubtful  if  the 
whole  history  of  Braille  transcription  by  hand  could 
show  an  achievement  equal  to  this. 

Of  the  110  candidates  who  applied  for  the  official 
Braille  Proficiency  Test,  74  were  successful.  Mr.  Beck 
created  a remarkable  record  in  qualifying  within  a 
month.  The  Department  also  undertakes  private 
tuition  in  Braille,  and  several  hundred  lessons  have 
been  given  during  the  year.  The  pupils  are  mostly 
people  employed  all  day,  or  people  with  failing  sight 
who  are  not  yet  registered  as  blind. 

Braille  Manuscript  Production. — During  the  year 
935  manuscript  volumes,  amounting  in  monetary 
value  to  nearly  £3,000,  were  transcribed.  The 
Department  also  produced  the  metal  plates  for  560 
volumes  of  limited  editions  of  books  requested  for 
the  use  of  pupils  at  Chorleywood  College  and 
Worcester  College,  as  well  as  a mass  of  miscellaneous 
transcriptions,  such  as  examination  papers  (2,600 
sheets),  telephone  lists,  pamphlets,  policies,  instruc- 
tions for  use  of  machines,  etc. 

The  complex  and  difficult  nature  of  the  books 
transcribed  and,  once  again,  the  extraordinary 
variety  of  Braille  literary  needs,  are  illustrated  by  the 
following  list  of  a few  of  the  books  transcribed  by 
request  : — • 


Young's  Handbook  of  Social  Psychology,  Russell’s 
History  of  Western  Philosophy,  Christ's  Synonyms 
and  Antonyms,  Foakes-Jackson’s  History  of  the 
Christian  Chnrch,  Voltaire’s  Lettres  Philosophiques, 
Wright’s  Middle  High  German  Grammar,  Buckland’s 
Textbook  of  Roman  Law,  James’  Commerce,  Hayes’ 
New  Introduction  to  Chemistry,  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  1947,  Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  1923, 
and  books  in  Czech,  Tamil  and  Afrikaan. 

A work  of  unique  interest  now  in  hand  is  the  limited 
edition  of  the  Admiralty  Radio  Handbook.  Our 
voluntary  worker,  Mr.  Diver,  has  already  embossed 
over  350  diagrams  on  metal  plates  to  illustrate  this 
work  which,  when  completed,  will  fill  18  volumes. 

During  the  year  5,479  volumes  were  circulated 
among  625  readers.  Books  were  sent  so  far  afield 
as  Australia,  Canada,  the  United  States,  India, 
Palestine  and  several  European  countries. 

The  Powers  of  Braille. — Bom  in  France  as  a music 
notation,  the  ubiquitous  Braille  dots  have  scattered 
themselves  over  innumerable  devices,  enabling  the 
blind  to  write,  to  make  notes,  to  take  down  short- 
hand, to  lay  out  a typescript,  to  measure,  to  calculate, 
to  play  cards,  to  administer  therapeutic  treatments,  to 
read  the  time,  to  draw  diagrams,  to  understand  maps. 
As  a blind  man  once  said,  even  the  sun  itself  is  not 
unlike  a gigantic  Braille  dot,  shedding  its  beneficence 
over  a dark  world  ! 

Apparatus  and  Appliances. — The  supply  of 
apparatus  and  appliances  for  the  blind  was  greatly 
improved  during  the  period  under  review.  Although 
we  are  still  unable  to  obtain  supplies  of  all  the  articles 
listed  in  our  pre-war  catalogue,  we  have  successfully 
cleared  several  big  waiting  lists,  e.g.,  those  for  pocket 
watches,  alarm  clocks  and  Braille  writing  machines. 


Page  10 


Blind  boys  enjoy  a game  of  cricket  at  Condover  Hall 


Chorleywood  College,  the  public  school  for  blind  girls 


We  supplied  1,524  watches  (pocket  and  wristlet), 
1,253  alarm  clocks,  373  Braille  writing  machines, 
223  Braille  shorthand  machines  (including  50  to  the 
U.S.S.R.),  and  we  have  had  sufficient  supplies  of 
manilla  paper  (used  for  Braille  correspondence, 
manuscript  work,  etc.)  to  enable  us  to  dispense  with 
rationing.  Many  overseas  organizations  for  the  blind 
depend  on  us  for  paper,  and  we  have  been  able  to 
meet  all  orders.  Self-threading  needles  are  again  on  the 
market ; unobtainable  in  this  country,  we  have 
imported  them  from  Germany. 

Our  customers  expect  good  service,  but  they  are 
prompt  with  praise  of  the  articles  we  supply  and  the 
repairs  we  execute. 

" The  shorthand  machine  has  arrived,  and  I am 
delighted  with  it.  Its  compactness  is  ideal.” 

" The  blind  girl  is  very  pleased  with  her  Braille 
writing  machine,  and  thanks  you  very  much  for  all 
the  trouble.” 

“ My  best  thanks  to  your  engineers  for  the  splendid 
way  they  have  overhauled  my  writing  machine.” 

" Thanks  for  prompt  attention  and  dealmg  with 
repairs  to  watches  ; they  are  perfect.” 

I have  received  my  safety  style,  which  you  have 
so  kindly  repaired.  It  is  indeed  in  these  small  matters 
of  our  daily  doings  that  the  N.I.B.  is  very  helpful.” 

Chess  and  draughts  sets,  d-ominoes,  playing  cards, 
anchor  stone  puzzles,  pencil  writing  frames,  measuring 


bottles,  piano  tuners’  tools,  arithmetic  frames  and 
type,  bread-cutters,  devices  for  the  use  of  blind 
typists,  and  scores  of  other  adaptations  and  gadgets 
have  been  in  constant  demand,  and  our  technicians 
are  always  pleased  to  consider  any  new  idea  sub- 
mitted to  them  by  a blind  person  and,  if  necessary, 
to  carry  out  experiments  free  of  charge. 

New  Appliances. — New  appliances  include  a Braille 
music  rest — a device  which,  fi.xed  to  a piano,  accom- 
modates the  somewhat  cumbrous  sheets  of  Braille 
music  in  a position  suitable  for  finger-reading  ; a 
signature  guide,  enabling  a blind  person  to  sign  his 
Pension  Book  forms  in  the  correct  space  ; a celluloid 
protractor  for  drawing  and  reading  angles  ; and  a 
sectional  white  walking-stick  which  can  be  divided 
into  three  sections  and  slipped,  say,  into  a shopping 
basket.  This  stick  was  designed  to  meet  the  specific 
need  of  one  blind  girl,  but  well  over  500  have  so  far 
been  supplied. 

Scientific  Developments. — During  the  year,  our 
Scientific  Development  Committee  has  had  under 
consideration  : — 

1.  New  Methods  of  Producing  Bratlle.  Another  line 
of  approach  has  had  to  be  made,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
the  new  scheme  will  be  capable  of  much  wider 
application  than  the  scheme  we  mentioned  in  our 
previous  report. 
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Talking  Books. — The  Talking  Book  Library,  main- 
tained by  a joint  Sound  Recording  Board  of  the 
National  Institute  and  St.  Dunstan’s,  has  been 
steadily  expanding  during  the  past  year.  The  distri- 
bution of  500  new  electric  reproducers  has  raised  the 
total  number  of  blind  members  of  the  Library  to 
2,500,  and  a further  1,000  reproducers  have  been 
ordered  for  waiting  applicants.  The  programme  of 
replacing  obsolete  machines  is  now  nearing  com- 
pletion : new  electric  models,  giving  better  repro- 
duction and  causing  less  wear  to  records,  have  been 


Blind  science  student  at  Worcester  College 


2.  New  Model  of  the  Pyke-Glauser  Writing  Machine. 
The  prototype  was  produced  in  1948,  but  certain 
radical  improvements  are  still  in  hand.  So  far  we 
have  received  over  130  provisional  orders  for  this 
machine. 

3.  Geometry  Apparatus.  To  enable  students  to 
draw  geometrical  designs  and  figures,  the  embossing 
being  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  paper. 

4.  Electric  Measuring  Instrument.  A more  robust 
and  sensitive  meter  for  the  use  of  blind  physio- 
therapists. 

5.  Magnifying  Aids  for  the  Partially  Sighted. 
Research  is  still  proceeding,  and  it  is  hoped  soon  to 
have  a magnifying  lens,  made  of  plastic,  with  a 
magnification  of  3 and  ability  to  cover  10  lines  of 
print,  the  field  including  the  width  of  an  average- 
sized book  page. 


substituted  for  pre-war  models,  and  400  battery 
models  have  been  ordered  for  those  who  have  no 
electricity  in  their  homes,  either  to  replace  clockwork 
machines  or  for  waiting  applicants. 

The  Library  still  has  many  badly  worn  books;  it 
would,  however,  be  unwise  to  withdraw  damaged  but 
usable  records  before  replacements  are  obtained. 
The  recording  studios  are  now  working  to  capacity  ; 

45  new  books  were  completed  during  the  year,  and 
nearly  100  are  in  process  of  production.  The  selectors 
cater  for  all  tastes,  and  their  choice  is  largely  based  on 
periodical  analyses  of  the  comparative  popularity 
of  books  in  circulation. 

The  number  of  Talking  Books  borrowed  during  the 
year  amounted  to  30,000,  representing  some  half-a- 
milhon  records.  Placed  edge  to  edge,  these  12-inch 
discs  would  equal  seventeen  times  the  height  of 
Mount  Everest  ! 

Highly  important  research  work  is  being  done  in  i 
the  hope  of  substituting  magnetised  ribbon  for  ] 
gramophone  discs  as  the  Talking  Book  medium.  The  | 
research  has  now  reached  a promising  stage,  and  if  . 
such  a medium  can  be  found,  the  Talking  Book  | 
service  should  be  greatly  extended.  j 

Appreciation  of  Talking  Books. — Following  are  | 
brief  extracts  from  hundreds  of  letters  of  appreci-  i 
ation  : — ^ I 

“ The  selection  of  books  shows  a high  standard  of  j 
literary  understanding,  and  the  reading  leaves  little 
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to  be  desired.  The  deepest  gratitude  of  the  blind  is 
due  to  all  concerned.” 

“ The  Talking  Book  is  the  most  blessed  and  lasting 
joy  and  entertainment  a woman  in  my  circumstances 
could  have.  I am  truly  and  deeply  grateful.  I am 
now  reading  my  145th  book.” 

" Words  are  totally  inadequate  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  the  Talking  Books.  How  thankful  I 
am  for  them  and  the  wonderful  service  ! ” 

” The  Talking  Book,  the  wireless  and  my  pipe  are 
my  only  pleasures.  I am  an  old  schoolmaster  and  was 
a very  great  reader  until  I lost  my  sight.  I no  longer 
dread  the  dreary  evenings  of  the  past.” 

Provision  of  Wireless  Sets. — The  last  correspondent 
mentions  the  wireless.  As  Mr.  Winston  Churchill 
hoped  when  he  launched  the  British  Wireless  for  the 
Blind  Fund  in  1929,  it  is  now  “ the  custom  of  the 
country  ” that  every  blind  person  should  have  a free 
wireless  set.  The  fund,  founded  by  the  Institute  and 
administered  by  it  under  the  Fund’s  own  Committee, 
has  supplied  a total  number  of  84,887  sets.  Of  these, 
4,065  sets,  including  relay  installations,  were  supplied 
during  1948.  The  annual  broadcast  appeal  on 
Christmas  Day,  kindly  allowed  by  the  B.B.C.,  was 
made  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Norman  Birkett,  K.C.,  and 
the  splendid  response  of  listeners  brought  in  £30,596. 

Services  to  Specific  Groups. — The  provision  of 
appliances  and  embossed  literature  and  music, 
which  we  have  described,  is  so  wide  a service  that 
we  can  justly  claim  that  it  helps  the  whole  blind 
population  of  this  country  and  thousands  overseas 
to  overcome  their  handicap.  We  now  come  to 
services  which  render  assistance  to  specific  groups  of 
the  Blind  Community — blind  infants,  blind  boys  and 
girls,  blind  children  with  other  defects,  blind  people 
training  for  professional  and  business  careers,  blind 
people  in  the  professions,  the  newly  blind,  blind 
factory  workers,  blind  handicraftsmen,  the  aged  blind, 
the  deaf-blind. 

Sunshine  Home  Nursery  Schools. — Owdng  to  the 
continued  increase  in  the  demands  for  places  in  our 
Sunshine  Home  Nursery  Schools,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  increase  their  number.  Two  new  properties 
have  been  acquired  in  Staffordshire  and  Shropshire  ; 
Court  Grange,  formerly  a school  for  retarded  blind 
children,  now  replaced  by  Condover  Hall,  has  been 
re-opened  as  a Sunshine  Home;  and  the  Home  at 
Leamington  has  been  extended.  Further,  plans  have 
been  completed  for  the  erection  of  a Sunshine  Home 
on  the  site  of  the  Home  at  Southport,  which  was 
bombed  during  the  war.  The  children  at  Southport, 
evacuated  to  Mdiitfield  Hall,  near  Hexham,  were  later 
moved  to  temporary  quarters  at  Haydon  Park,  near 
Newcastle. 

When  all  arrangements  have  been  completed,  our 
Sunshine  Nursery  Homes  will  be  as  follows  : — 


“ hlevenses  ” at  OldDury  orange  I raining  scnooi  lor 
blind  telephonists  and  shorthand-typists 


1.  The  Beachcroft  Towse  Sunshine  Home  Nursery 
School,  East  Grinstead,  Sussex. 

2.  Sunshine  Home  Nursery  School,  Northwood, 
Middlesex. 

3.  The  Katharine  Knapp  Sunshine  Home  Nursery 
for  Blind  Infants,  Kingsthorpe,  Northampton. 

4.  Sunshine  Home  Nursery  School,  Abbotskerwell, 

S.  Devon  {formerly  Court  Grange  School). 

5.  The  Bernhard  Baron  Sunshine  Home  Nursery 
School,  Kingswinford,  near  Dudley,  Staffs. 

6.  Sunshine  Home  Nursery  School,  Leamington. 
This  Home  is  for  retarded  blind  babies,  and  has  been 
extended  by  the  acquisition  of  Learn  Grange,  a house 
conveniently  adjoining,  which  will  provide  space  for 
experimental  work,  especially  in  the  education  of  deaf- 
blind  children  under  9 years  of  age. 

7.  Overley  Hall,  near  Wellington,  Shropshire,  to  be 
opened  as  a Nursery  School  this  autumn,  will  also  be 
devoted  to  the  care  of  retarded  blind  babies. 

8.  Sunshine  Home  Nursery  School,  Southport.  The 
building  of  this  Home  will  begin  at  an  early  date,  and 
when  completed,  should  be  of  great  interest,  not  only 
as  the  first  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Children  built 
expressly  for  that  purpose,  but  as  the  first  residential 
Nursery  School  of  any  kind  built  in  this  coimtry. 

The  Sunshine  Children. — -Visitors  to  any  of  our 
Sunshine  Homes  cannot  fail  to  recognize  at  once  that 
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these  bright  rooms  and  beautiful  gardens  are  an  ideal 
environment  for  the  care  of  little  children.  Here,  too, 
as  they  talk  to  and  watch  the  children  at  work  or 
play — the  terms  arc  almost  synonymous — they  soon 
find  proof  after  proof  of  the  loving  care  and  expert 
knowledge  which  is  daily,  hourly,  giving  all  that  skilled 
devotion  can  give  to  compensate  these  little  ones  for 
their  lack  of  sight,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  future 
— a future  which  must  be  one  of  physical  darkness, 
but  can  and  ought  to  be  one  of  mental  and  spiritual 
light.  These  friendly,  jolly  little  boys  and  girls, 
fearlessly  exploring  around  them  with  limbs  as  eager 
and  alert  as  eyes,  are  ordinary,  normal  children, 
ceaselessly  busy  with  everything  and  everybody  they 
meet  in  their  lovely  home  or  at  parties  and  visits,  on 
excursions  and  trips  to  the  endlessly  interesting 
places  outside.  Neither  their  blindness  nor  the 
boundaries  of  the  Home  are  permitted  to  immure 
them.  They  have  hosts  of  friends,  from  the  animals 
they  pet  at  home  to  the  people  who  pet  them  when- 
ever they  go  abroad. 

Sunshine  Stories. — The  pictures  in  this  report  best 
tell  the  story  of  the  children — save,  perhaps,  their 
own  stories,  of  which  there  arc  legion. 

The  children  were  playing  at  being  parrots  in  the 
woods.  “ Hallo,  Polly  ! ” said  Jean  to  Billy.  Billy 
said,  “ I’m  not  a parrot  now.  I am  God,  just  come  to 
see  how  the  family  is  getting  on  to-day.  I've  put  on 
my  wings  because  I want  to  hurry  back  to  heaven.” 

John,  aged  3,  was  a little  anxious  about  the  travel 
arrangements  for  a trip,  so  when  he  came  to  ” Lead  us 
not  into  temptation  ” in  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  he  thought 
it  better  to  say,  " Leave  us  not  at  the  station.” 

Eric  is  a long-winded  chap,  a bit  difficult  to  follow 
in  discussion.  “ He’s  like  the  wireless,”  said  Ronnie, 
" always  switching  off  from  one  programme  to 
another.” 

Seaside  Hohdays  for  Children. — The  re-opened 
School  Journey  Centre  and  Holiday  Home  for  Blind 
Children — Pirate’s  Spring,  St.  Mary’s  Bay,  New 
Romney,  Kent — is  now  in  full  swing,  and  last  season 
more  than  300  children  were  entertained  there. 
Many  of  them  had  never  been  to  the  seaside  before, 
but  all  want  to  come  again,  and  those  who  couldn’t 
come  last  year  will  hope  to  come  this  year  because,  as 
one  boy  put  it,  " of  what  the  other  boys  have  told 
me.”  Many  groups  of  children  held  concerts  in  the 
dining  hall,  and  each  child  who  had  the  luck  to  have  a 
birthday  while  at  Pirate’s  Spring  had  a party  and,  of 
course,  an  iced  cake. 

School  for  Blind  Children  with  Other  Handicaps. — 

On  21st  June,  1948,  our  Chairman,  General  Lord 
Ismay,  presided  over  a house-warming  at  Condover 
Hall,  near  Shrewsbury,  our  school  for  blind  children 
with  other  handicaps.  He  said  it  would  be  hard  to 
find  a nobler  use  for  this  historic  building.  Children 
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from  7 to  16  years  of  age  who  had  other  handicaps  in 
addition  to  blindness  or  partial  blindness  would  come 
here  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  aim  of  the 
school  would  be  to  develop  their  own  interests  and 
aptitudes  rather  than  to  force  them  into  a common 
scholastic  mould. 

There  are  at  present  60  pupils,  and  we  hope 
eventually  to  accommodate  72  at  Condover  Hall. 
The  need,  however,  is  now  clearly  defined  for  two 
additional  and  separate  establishments  in  proximity, 
one  for  the  youngest  children  and  the  other  for  the 
oldest  children.  Of  the  present  pupils,  about  one- 
third  are  partially-sighted,  and  about  one-sixth  have 
crippling  defects.  The  system  of  education  is  based 
on  the  experience  gained  at  Court  Grange,  but  the 
experimental  approach  is  still  necessary.  The  personal 
and  social  training,  which  ranks  as  highly  as  formal 
and  academic  education,  is  cast  in  no  rigid  plan,  and 
is  typified  by  the  idea,  which  has  been  very  successful, 
of  dividing  the  pupils  and  staff  into  “ School  Families.” 
Here,  as  at  Court  Grange,  the  musical  successes  are 
outstanding,  and  the  credit  in  Class  Singing,  Grade  2, 
awarded  by  the  Associated  Board  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Music  early  this  year  to  the  School  Choir, 
was  particularly  gratifying,  as  the  Choir  had  only 
been  working  for  two  terms.  The  school  bus,  carrying 
20  pupils,  takes  them  on  many  educational  and 
recreational  outings,  and  long  climbs  up  Caradoc 
(1,500  ft.)  and  Longmynd  (1,600  ft.)  have  been 
achieved.  Other  outdoor  activities  are  afforded  by 
the  Scout  Troop. 

Secondary  Grammar  Schools. — Chorleywood  College 
for  girls  and  Worcester  College  for  boys  continue 
to  provide  120  blind  or  partially-blind  boys  and  girls 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  with  grammar  school 
education.  Both  Worcester,  founded  in  1860,  and 
Chorleywood,  founded  in  1921,  have  now  a long  series 
of  academic  and  professional  successes  behind  them. 
Each  has  built  up  a public  school  tradition,  invaluable 
as  a background  to  all  past  pupils  in  their  various 
walks  of  life,  and  to  all  present  pupils  as  an  incentive 
to  work  and  behaviour. 

Several  improvements  to  Chorleywood  have  been 
made  during  the  year.  The  Winter  Garden  has  been 
reconditioned  and  put  into  use  for  general  purposes  ; 
a unit  comprising  two  classrooms,  stores  and  cloak- 
rooms, has  been  completed  ; and  the  school  has  now  a 
hard  playground  and  new  Sport  X pitch — Sport  X 
being  a ball  game  specially ' devised  for  blind  and 
partially  sighted  girls.  The  next  step  is  the  con- 
struction of  a gymnasium  and  changing  rooms. 

The  scholastic  successes  at  Worcester  during  the 
year  were  excellent.  Nine  boys  out  of  ten  gained 
School  Certificates,  and  seven  boys  who  entered  for 
the  Higher  Certificate  were  all  successful — a remark- 
able result  for  a school  of  sixty  boys.  The  teaching 


Blind  teacher  lecturing  on  Anatomy  to  blind  students  at  the  School  of  Physiotherapy 


Blind  students  at  the  School  of  Physiotherapy  doing  section  work  in  Educational  Gymnastic  Class 
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staff  has  been  increased  by  two  in  order  that  justice 
may  be  done  to  the  advanced  work  of  the  post- 
certificate stage. 

One  boy  was  sent  on  a Fravelling  Scholarship  to 
France  for  six  weeks  during  the  summer  holidays,  and 
another  had  the  honour,  in  his  first  year  at  the 
University,  of  playing  chess  for  Oxford  in  the  match 
against  Cambridge  and  of  obtaining  distinction  in 
Law  Moderations. 

Shorthand-Typing  and  Telephony  School.— On  1st 

June,  1948,  our  School  of  Shorthand-Typing  and 
Telephony  at  Oldbury  Grange,  Bridgnorth,  was 
recognized  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  as  a training 
centre  for  disabled  persons.  For  the  last  three  months 
of  the  period  under  review,  the  school  has  been  full, 
and  there  is  at  present  a waiting  list. 

During  the  year  19  candidates  entered  for  the 
typing  examination  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  and 
Incorporated  Phonographic  Society  : 1 7 first-class 

and  2 second-class  certificates  were  awarded  in  both 
elementary  and  intermediate  grades.  For  the  short- 
hand examinations  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  and 
the  Faculty  of  Teachers  in  Commerce,  at  80,  90  and 
100  words  per  minute,  16  candidates  entered  : 15 
certificates  were  awarded,  2 with  distinction.  All  the 


Blind  instructor  at  America  Lodge  teaching  Braille  to  a 
deaf-blind  man 


shorthand-typists  who  have  passed  through  the  sctool 
are  known  to  be  in  good  positions  and  proving  their 

first-class  capabilities.  , . 

While  still  at  Oldbury  Grange,  fmishmg  telephonist 
trainees,  by  kind  permission  of  R.G.O.,  Ltd.,  are 
allowed  to  operate  on  the  firm's  live  board.  They  com- 
plete their  training  in  London  at  our  Headquarters 
in  Great  Portland  Street. 

i 

School  of  Physiotherapy.— The  average  number  of  , 
students  undergoing  training  at  our  School  of  Physio- 
therapy during  the  year  has  been  58,  including 
students  from  South  Africa,  East  Africa  and  New 
Zealand.  In  addition,  5 student  teachers  have  been  m 
training.  In  the  Chartered  Society’s  examination  m 
Physiotherapy,  12  students  quaUfied  in  Massage,  12 
in  Remedial  Exercises,  16  in  the  Conjoint  Test 
(Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics),  and  23  in  the 
Preliminary  examination.  Two  distinctions  were 
awarded  in  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  one  credit  in 
Massage  for  Special  Conditions,  and  one  credit  in  : 
Treatment  of  Recent  Injuries.  | 

A matter  of  signal  importance  marks  the  past  year.  I 
For  the  first  time,  two  bhnd  post-graduates  were  ! 
trained  and  entered  for  the  teachers'  qualification  of 
the  Chartered  Society,  and  both  were  successful. 

Physiotherapy  Hospital  Clinic.— The  students  get 
valuable  practical  experience  at  the  Physiotherapy 
Hospital  Clinic  attached  to  the  school.  Here  during 
the  year,  7,912  patients  attended,  and  13,988  treat- 
ments were  carried  out.  This  Clinic  now  has  an 
arrangement  with  the  North  West  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board  which  enables  patients  to 
receive  treatment  free  of  charge  under  the  National 
Health  Service. 

Appointments  of  Blind  Physiotherapists.— Our 

Physiotherapy  Department,  which  concerns  itself 
with  the  general  interests  of  blind  physiotherapists, 
has,  during  the  year,  secured  appointments  for  18 
post-graduates.  Most  of  these  were  in  hospitals  as, 
owing  to  the  National  Health  Service,  few  of  the 
younger  physiotherapists  are  starting  in  private 
practice,  and  more  are  going  straight  into  the  hospitals. 
Twelve  hospital  appointments  were  secured,  two  in 
Canada  ; others  were  to  a Children’s  Home,  in  the 
Physiotherapy  Department  of  a large  factory,  with 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  and  two  clinical 
appointments  in  South  Africa.  ' 

How  successful  these  appointments  are  can  be 
gathered  from  many  letters. 

The  Head  of  the  Physiotherapy  Department  of  a 
large  London  Hospital  writes  : "I  am  delighted  to 

hear  that  Miss  (blind  physiotherapist)  is  so 

happy  at  the  hospital.  She  has  been  the  greatest 
success.  She  has  done  splendid  work,  and  is  so  much 
liked  and  admired  by  everybody.  I shall  always  be 
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Blind  Warden  and  partially  blind  Placement  Officer  interviewing  newly-blinded  man  at  America  Lodge 


grateful  to  you  for  sending  us  such  a delightful 
person." 

From  a blind  physiotherapist  in  private  practice 
in  an  area  where  there  is  much  competition  : "I  am 
as  busy  as  at  any  time  since  I started  practice.  I feel 
this  speaks  volumes  for  the  marvellous  training 
received  at  the  N.I.B.” 

Eichholz  Memorial  Clinic. — Our  Eichholz  Memorial 
Clinic  is  fully  staffed  with  qualified  blind  physio- 
therapists. It  is  not  under  the  National  Health 
Service,  but  this  has  had  no  adverse  effect  on  the 
attendance  of  patients.  It  has  now  long  been  recog- 
nized as  a fully  equipped,  first-class  centre  for  a wide 
range  of  physiotherapeutic  treatments. 

Professional  Group  Committees. — The  interests  of 
various  groups  of  blind  professional  people  are  safe- 
guarded and  promoted  by  our  system  of  Group 
Committees,  composed  of  active  blind  representatives 
of  the  professions  with  e.xtensive  knowledge  of  current 
conditions  and  practical  e.xperience  of  the  difficulties 
encountered  by  blind  entrants  to  the  professions  and 
young  practitioners.  Thus  we  have  Group  Committees 
of  Physiotherapists,  Musicians,  Lawyers  and  Clergy- 
men. Much  of  their  work  is  concerned  with  the 
selection  of  suitable  candidates  and  with  the  provision 
of  a wide  range  of  reading  matter  in  Braille  which 
will  keep  professional  blind  people  up  to  date  with 


topical  affairs  and  new  developments.  They  also 
do  their  best  to  facilitate  the  smooth  passage  of 
qualified  blind  students  into  the  practical  duties  of 
the  professions,  and  to  secure  for  them  useful  and 
congenial  connections. 

Rehabilitation. — One  of  the  most  important  post- 
war developments  in  Blind  Welfare  has  been  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  newly  blind.  Our  Queen  Eliza- 
beth Homes  of  Recovery  were  originally  established 
to  enable  people  blinded  by  enemy  action  in  the  war 
to  recover  confidence  and  competence,  the  two 
essential  elements  in  adjustment  to  blindness  when  it 
occurs  in  adult  life.  Since  then,  rehabilitation  has 
come  into  vogue,  and  primary  responsibility  for  the 
rehabilitation  of  blinded  persons,  as  a group  of 
disabled  persons,  has  been  assumed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Labour.  As  a consequence,  there  has  been  a rapid 
increase  in  the  demand  for  accommodation  at 
America  Lodge,  Torquay,  approved  by  the  Ministry 
as  a pre-vocational  training  centre  to  fit  adult  blind 
people  for  employment. 

Homes  of  Recovery. — Our  other  original  Homes  of 
Recovery  were  Oldbury  Grange,  now  being  used,  as 
described  above,  as  a training  school,  and  Long 
Meadow,  Goring-on-Thames,  the  home  of  our  late 
President  and  Chairman,  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse.  His 
work  there  was  beyond  praise,  and  the  house  was 
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Drilling  operation  at  Trojan,  Ltd.,  by  blind  worker, 
watched  by  N.I.B.  Training  Officer  (partially  sighted) 


Blind  precision  inspector  (English  Numbering  Co., 
Enfield) 


pervaded  with  his  spirit  and  example,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, it  was  not  suited  structurally  or 
geographically  for  its  purpose,  and  regretfully  we 
decided  to  close  it.  We  have  now  acquired  the  Manor 
House,  Torquay,  which,  when  the  necessary  adapta- 
tions have  been  completed,  will  take  40  residents. 
The  total  accommodation  afforded  by  the  two  Homes 
of  Recovery  at  Torquay  will  then  be  70  places. 

Over  200  blind  men  and  women  have  been  helped 
at  America  Lodge  last  year  to  adjust  themselves  to  : 
the  conditions  of  blindness  and  to  prepare  for  their  ! 
new  careers,  and  the  great  majority  of  them  have  been 
placed  successfully  in  employment  or  transferred  for 
specialized  training  well  on  the  way  to  employment. 

America  Lodge  is  an  invigorating  place  to  visit,  a 
happy  home  to  live  in.  It  is  a haven  of  hope  for  the  j 
disconsolate,  where  faith  in  the  future  can  anchor  | 
itself  firmly  in  the  daily  round  of  studies  and  recrea- 
tions and  in  the  calm,  easy  and  gracious  competence 
of  the  staff,  several  of  whom,  including  the  Warden, 
are  themselves  blind.  ' 

Several  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  I 
year.  With  a view  to  helping  those  who  may  be 
going  into  industry,  more  power-driven  equipment  has 
been  added  to  the  woodwork  department.  The  easy 
operation  of  a lathe,  drilling  machine  and  bandsaw, 
with  guards  and  guides,  gives  the  blind  beginner 
confidence  with  machinery.  Vigorous  outside  activities 
have  been  stepped  up  ; felling  trees,  digging  out 
stumps  and  sawing  the  timber  put  a man  into  good 
shape  after  the  sedentary  tasks  of  Braille,  typewriting 
and  handwork.  Social  activities  have  been  many  : 
beach  picnics,  bathing  parties,  coach  outings,  dances, 
concerts,  lectures,  fireside  discussions  and  sing-songs. 
Many  and  many  a blind  person  in  the  future  will  have 
happy  memories  of  America  Lodge. 

Training  and  Placement. — Another  recent  develop- 
ment of  our  work,  of  equal  importance  to  rehabilita- 
tion, has  been  the  placement  of  the  blind  in  industrial 
and  other  employment.  The  main  activity  of  our 
twelve  Placement  Officers  during  the  past  year 
has  been  the  building  up  of  a close  relationship 
between  rehabilitation  and  placement — rehabilitation 
leading  to  specialized  training  and  training  leading  to 
economic  employment.  Linked  up  with  this  develop- 
ment has  been  the  establishment  of  an  Industrial 
Training  Course  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  with  our 
co-operation,  at  the  Letchworth  Government  Training 
Centre.  Here,  blind  men  and  women  found  at  ' 
America  Lodge  to  be  suitable  for  engineering  will, 
with  other  blind  people  from  Local  Authority  areas, 
receive  special  training  in  precision  inspection, 
machine  operation  and  assembly.  Furthermore,  one 
of  our  Placement  Officers  has,  at  the  request  of  the 
Ministry,  been  transferred  to  wholetime  emplo3nnent 
as  a Training  Officer  in  order  to  continue  the  training 
of  the  blind  in  the  works  of  the  employers  with  whom 
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they  are  eventually  placed.  With  the  consolida- 
tion of  this  three-point  service — rehabilitation, 
training  before  employment,  and  training  during 
employment — the  resetrlement  and  placement  of 
blind  people  in  unsheltered  industry  becomes  a 
permanent  feature  of  Blind  Welfare. 

Industrial  and  Commercial  Placement.  —Meanwhile, 
placement  of  the  blind  in  industry  and  commerce 
has  maintained  its  results  under  somewhat  hardening 
industrial  conditions.  During  the  period  under 
review,  223  blind  people  (139  men  and  84  women) 
have  been  placed  by  the  Institute  in  employment. 
The  bulk  of  these  placements — 139 — were  in  industry  ; 
the  remainder  were  as  follows  ; 44  as  telephonists, 
20  as  shorthand-typists,  4 as  dictaphone  typists,  8 as 
precision  inspectois,  2 in  commerce,  2 in  market 
gardening,  2 in  dairy  farming,  1 as  a park  gardener, 
and  1 as  a ward  orderly. 

The  Institute  s Blind  Employees. — In  carrying  on 
the  Institute’s  work  we  employ  blind  people  wherever 
possible,  and  the  number  of  our  blind  employees 
is  over  100.  We  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  work 
they  do.  As  administrators,  organisers,  teachers, 
instructors,  lecturers,  transcribers,  proof-readers, 
shorthand-typists,  telephonists,  kiosk  managers,  and 
in  several  other  directions,  their  services  are  invaluable. 

Blind  Home  Workers. — Blind  handicraftsmen  work- 
ing in  their  own  homes  still  constitute  a main  feature 
of  Blind  Welfare,  and  the  excellence  of  the  goods 
they  and  their  comrades  in  the  sheltered  workshops 
produce  prove  their  value  to  the  country  as  a pro- 
ductive community  with  e.xceptional  skill.  Home 
Workers  Schemes  for  providing  raw  materials, 
marketing  finished  products,  and  rendering  other  forms 
of  assistance,  cover  the  country,  and  the  Institute 
is  responsible  to  the  Local  Authorities  concerned  for 
the  Home  Workers  of  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex,  Hamp- 
shire and  London  south  of  the  Thames.  Our  sales  of 
these  Home  Workers’  products  during  the  period 
under  review  amounted  to  the  record  figure  of  over 
£28,000,  and  a feature  of  the  year’s  work  has  been  the 
widening  of  the  scope  of  brush-makers  to  include  the 
manufacture  of  soft-sweeping  brooms.  In  conse- 
quence, those  engaged  on  set  work  can  now  cover  a 
larger  variety  of  products. 

Homes  and  Hostels. — Our  residential  and  holiday 
Homes  and  Hostels  serve  many  hundreds  of  blind 
people  each  year  in  many  different  ways.  They  are 
National  Homes — that  is,  their  services  are  not 
confined  to  the  blind  people  of  the  locality  in  which 
they  are  situated,  but  are  for  the  blind  at  large. 

Let  us  briefly  survey  them. 

1.  Bannow,  St.  Leonards-on-Sca.  Heavily  damaged 
during  the  war,  the  house  has  been  rebuilt  and  re- 
furnished, and  on  7th  July,  1948,  was  re-opened  by 
our  Chairman,  Genered  Lord  Lsmay,  as  a Holiday  and 


Blind  worker  assembling  telephone  dials  (Standard 
Telephones  and  Cables  Limited) 


Blind  operator  embossing  name-boards  for  houses 
(Byfleet  .Furnishing  Co.) 
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Two  happy  residents  at  Craven  Lodge,  Harrogate 

Convalescent  Home  for  the  Blind.  It  can  accommo- 
date 54  visitors,  and  during  the  year  has  received 
563  holiday  guests,  convalescents  and  a few  residents. 
All  agree  that,  with  the  aid  of  the  staff  and  many 
voluntary  helpers,  you  can  have  a really  enjoyable 
holiday  at  Bannow.  There  are  innumerable  outings 
and  events  for  the  active  ; a Quiet  Room  for  those 
who  need  rest ; a Handicraft  Room  for  those  under- 
going occupational  therapy. 

2.  The  Haven,  Scarborough.  This  is  another  Holiday 
Home,  and  during  the  year  it  has  received  427  guests, 
with  12  in  residence.  Here  again  there  is  a constant 
round  of  entertainment,  indoors  and  outdoors.  “ It 
has  indeed  been  a wonderful  time,”  write  four  blind 
girls,  “ and  we  shall  not  readily  forget  it.  You  must 
have  taken  to  heart  that  line  of  Barrie’s,  ‘ Let  us 
start  a new  mode  of  life  from  to-day.  . . .'  The  meals 
you  provided  just  beggar  description.” 

3.  Craven  Lodge,  Harrogate.  A Residential  and 
Holiday  Home  run  by  the  Institute  in  co-operation 
with  the  Harrogate  Society  for  the  Blind.  A new 
wing,  providing  seven  more  bedrooms  and  a spacious 
sun  lounge,  was  opened  on  28th  July,  1948,  by  Mrs. 
Katharine  Chambers,  Chairman  of  our  Homes  Com- 
mittee. A Home  Teacher  writes  : ” I have  been 
asked  by  the  blind  party  to  thank  you  for  the  wonder- 
ful arrangements  made  to  ensure  a happy  holiday.” 
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4.  Bloomfield,  Leamington  Spa.  A Guest  House  for 
Blind  Women,  most  of  whom  are  elderly.  The  oldest 
recently  celebrated  her  97th  birthday.  Many  faithful 
friends  help  to  keep  the  residents  fully  and  happily 
occupied. 

5.  Wavertree  House,  Hove.— A Residential  Home 
for  Blind  Women.  A new  wing  is  to  be  added,  which 
will  accommodate  residents  who  become  infirm,  and 
work  on  this  has  begun. 

6.  Arno,  Ventnor.  A Residential  Home  for  married 
couples,  one  of  whom  is  blind,  ideally  suited  for  those 
who  like  a quiet  life  of  cultured  interests  and  com- 
panionship. 

7.  Tate  House,  Harrogate.  Formerly  the  Pembroke 
Hotel,  this  commodious  house  replaces  Westlands, 
of  which  our  lease  has  expired,  as  a Residential  Home 
for  the  Deaf-Blind.  The  house  has  been  named  after 
the  late  William  Tate,  of  Bradford,  a member  of  our 
Council,  who  devoted  his  life  to  helping  the  blind, 
and  especially  the  deaf-blind. 

8.  Fellowship  House,  Hoylake.  A Residential  and 
Holiday  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind,  where  these 
doubly  handicapped  people  can  really  enjoy  life. 
For  instance,  on  a trip  to  Helsby  last  year,  the  deaf- 
blind  had  a great  deal  of  fun  on  the  swings,  rounda- 
bouts, and  chute.  Many  had  never  been  down  a 
chute  before,  and  there  was  no  stopping  them  going 
down  again  and  again  with  shrieks  and  laughter. 
An  annexe  to  accommodate  28  more  guests  has  been 
added.  The  Home  is  run  by  the  Institute  in  con- 


Perfect  peace  in  the  garden  at  The  Haven,  Scarborough 


Display  of  goods  made  by  the  blind  at  the  Institute’s  London  showroom 


junction  with  the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers’ 
League. 

9,  10  and  11,  Residential  Hostels  at  Wimbledon, 
Bayswater  and  Holland  Park.  These  accommodate 
blind  people  in  employment  and  blind  students. 
Lord  and  Lady  Ismay  were  hosts  at  a house-warming 
at  the  Holland  Park  Hostel  on  2nd  December,  1948, 
on  completion  of  the  extensive  alterations  and 
re-decorations.  Everything  possible  has  been  done  to 
make  this  spacious  Victorian  house  an  exceedingly 
comfortable,  even  luxurious,  home  for  young  blind 
men  and  women  studying  at  our  School  of  Physio- 
therapy and  elsewhere  in  London. 

Personal  Assistance. — The  National  Institute  is 
not  simply  the  servant  of  the  blind  community  as  a 
whole  or,  in  a more  complex  manner,  of  specific 
groups  in  that  community.  It  is  the  servant  of  every 
blind  individual  who  is  in  need  of  advice  or  assist- 
ance, and  it  has  a special  department  to  deal  with 
these  personal  matters.  The  Head  of  this  Depart- 
ment is  a blind  lawyer  who  brings  to  his  task  as 
adviser  and  practical  helper  knowledge  of  the  involved 
legislation  of  Blind  Welfare  and  personal  experience 
of  the  many  difficulties  a blind  person  meets  in  the 
struggle  for  a livelihood  or  in  the  ups  and  downs  of 
family  life  Many  enquiries  are  answered  through  the 
telephone,  others  by  letter,  but  the  personal  inter- 
view plays  the  most  important  part  in  this  work. 
The  problems  which  are  presented  for  solution  defy 
classification.  They  vary  from  “ I have  lost  my 
s’ht,  what  can  I do  ? ” to  “My  business  is  in  a 
muddle,  what  can  be  done  ? ’’  and  they  broaden  from 
such  minutiae  as  “ What  surrender  value  can  I 
expect  to  get  for  my  Insurance  Policy  ? ’’  to  “ How 
can  I help  Blind  Welfare  ? ’’  The  Department  is  also 
responsible  for  making  recommendations  for  all  kinds 


of  financial  assistance : grants  for  University 
students,  the  provision  of  equipment,  gifts  of  clothes, 
books  and  apparatus,  the  cost  of  house  repairs,  of 
starting  a business,  and  of  dozens  of  matters  arising 
from  everyday  life  beset  by  the  circumstances  of 
blindness. 

A professional  woman  writes  : “ I assure  you  that 
the  goodwill  and  material  support  which  the  Institute 
has  extended  to  me  is  matched  by  the  utmost 
enthusiasm  and  effort  on  my  part.  The  satisfaction 
which  I derive  from  my  practice  is  life’s  greatest 
asset.” 

From  a newly  blinded  man  in  business  : "I  should 
like  to  thank  you  very,  very  much  for  the  presentation 
of  this  typewriter,  which  will  be  of  great  use  to  me.” 

From  an  official  of  a Local  Authority  : “ I am 
much  obliged  for  the  report  on  the  interview  with  the 
girl  and  her  mother.  Your  co-operation  in  this  case 
is  much  appreciated.” 

Sir  Beachcroft  Towse  Ex-Service  Fund. — This  fund, 
affiliated  to  the  Institute,  gives  similar  assistance  to 
blind  ex-Service  men  ineligible  for  St.  Dunstan’s  or 
blind  dependents  of  ex-Service  and  Service  men. 
During  the  year  it  helped  in  546  cases.  Admiral 
Sir  Martin  Dunbar-Nasmith,  V.C.,  K.C.B.,  has 
succeeded  the  late  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse  as  Chairman 
of  the  fund. 

Sir  Beachcroft  Towse  Benevolent  Fund. — Another 
fund,  formerly  administered  by  Sir  Beachcroft,  the 
Sir  Beachcroft  Towse  Benevolent  Fund,  has,  by 
permission  of  the  surviving  trustees,  formed  the 
nucleus  of  the  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse  Memorial  Fund, 
which  we  have  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
blind  people  following  professional,  executive  or 
administrative  occupations. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness.— Our  sight-saving  efforts 
continue,  and  a special  committee  keeps  constant 
watch  on  all  means,  medical,  surgical  or  precautionary, 
by  which  loss  of  sight  from  disease,  accidents  or  misuse 
of  eyesight,  can  be  prevented  either  by  removal  or 
remedy  of  the  cause.  During  the  year  financial 
provision  has  been  made  for  co-operation  with  the 
National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  other  interested  bodies  for  the  treatment  of 
tubercular  eye  cases  abroad  until  facilities  are 
available  in  this  country. 

Information  on  Blind  Welfare.  - Information  on  all 
aspects  of  blindness,  its  alleviation  and  prevention,  are 


A silent  chat  in  the  garden  at  the  Tate  Home  for  the 
Deaf-Blind,  Harrogate 


supplied  on  request  by  our  Information  Bureau  and 
in  the  columns  of  our  letterpress  magazine.  The  New 
Beacon,  the  organ  of  Blind  Welfare  in  this  country. 
Last  year  we  issued  a revised  edition  of  our  Directory 
of  Agencies  for  the  Blind,  and  we  are  preparing  for 
publication  in  letterpress  a series  of  brochures  dealing 
with  famous  blind  men  and  women.  The  first  of 
these  will  be  devoted  to  the  Institute’s  founder. 
Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage. 

Blindness  in  the  Colonial  Empire.— For  some  years 
we  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  Colonial  Office  and 
the  British  Council,  surveyed  the  problem  of  blindness 
in  the  British  Colonial  Empiie.  The  tragic  size  and 
nature  of  that  problem  were  dramatically  revealed  in 
the  report  of  the  delegation  sent  in  1946-7  on  a tour 
of  the  Middle  East,  Arabia  and  Africa.  Since  then. 
Colonial  Governments  have  become  increasingly 
interested  in  the  problem,  but  they  need  the  stimulus 
and  advice  of  an  expert  organisation.  We  have 
therefore  decided,  in  agreement  with  the  Colonial 
Office,  to  take  the  bold  step  of  initiating  an 
independent  voluntary  organisation  charged  with  the 
welfare  of  the  blind  in  the  Colonial  Empire.  The  new 
Society  will  be  directed  by  a Council  representing  the 
Institute,  the  Colonial  Office,  Missions  and  other 
Societies  with  e.xpert  knowledge  of  Colonial  affairs. 
The  Institute  has  undertaken  to  make  a grant 
towards  the  cost  of  its  establishment  and  initial 
development,  on  the  under.standing  that  an  equal 
grant  will  be  made  available  from  Colonial  funds. 
The  new  Society  will  have  a great  problem  to  face, 
and  it  will  be  assured  of  our  support  and  interest. 

Prevention  In  India  and  Pakistan. — M’e  have  con- 
tinued the  grant  made  to  the  Indian  Red  Cross  for 
propaganda  aimed  at  preventing  blindness  in  India 
and  Pakistan.  We  have  also  made  a substantial 
grant  to  the  School  for  the  Blind  at  Palamcottah, 
India,  to  clear  a deficit  incurred  in  recent  years. 

Grants  and  Gifts  to  Blind  Welfare  Abroad. — The 

Institute  helped  to  raise  money  for  the  Lord  Mayor  of 


The  Flower  Terrace  at  the  Tate  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind.  Harrogate 
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The  Lounge  at  the  Hostel  for  Blind  Students,  Holland  Park,  London 


London’s  United  Nations  Appeal  for  Children,  and 
at  our  request,  allocations,  from  the  funds  collected, 
of  £500  for  a School  for  Blind  Arab  Boys  in  Palestine, 
and  of  £4,500  for  the  establishment  of  a School  for 
the  Blind  in  Northern  Nigeria,  have  been  made.  A 
generous  grant  has  enabled  us  to  send  handsome 
consignments  of  apparatus  to  sixteen  schools  for  the 
blind  in  European  countries  suffering  from  the  effects 
of  war,  and  from  our  own  funds  and  those  of  the 
Council  of  British  Societies  for  Relief  Abroad,  of 
which  the  Institute  is  a member,  we  have  sent  con- 
siderable quantities  of  Braille  books,  writing  paper 
and  other  equipment  to  European  countries  and  Egypt. 

International  Enquiries. — The  links  which  bind 
together  organisations  for  the  blind  and  the  blind 
themselves  throughout  the  world  are  becoming 
steadily  stronger.  We  have  had  to  cope  with  hundreds 
of  enquiries  from  overseas,  from  requests  for  advice 
from  young  blind  people  who  wish  to  spend  their 
summer  holidays  in  Great  Britain  to  questions  from 
foreign  governments  on  the  detailed  technique  of 
Blind  Welfare. 

International  Conference. — This  year,  in  association 
with  the  American  Eoundation  for  the  Blind,  we  have 
arranged  to  convene  at  Oxford  a Conference  of  the 
leading  workers  for  the  blind  from  eighteen  European 
countries,  as  well  as  from  the  United  States  and  Great 


Britain.  The  delegates  will  have  before  them  detailed 
information  on  the  present  situation  of  the  blind 
throughout  Europe  and  by  the  time  this  report  is  in 
the  hands  of  its  readers,  we  hope  that  the  Conference 
will  have  used  the  material  we  have  collected  as 
evidence  on  which  to  base  a clear  statement  of  the 
minimum  standard  which  work  for  the  blind  should 
reach  in  every  European  country  as  the  essential  basis 
for  all  future  development. 

Visitors  to  the  Institute. — Official  visitors  from 
Europe  to  our  Headquarters  during  the  year  included 
the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Blind  Welfare 
Council  in  the  British  Zone  of  Germany,  and  the 
President  of  the  Polish  Union  of  Blind  Workers. 
We  have  had  visitors  from  Canada,  South  Africa, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  India,  the  Gold  Coast,  the 
United  States,  Colombia,  Erance,  Holland,  Sweden, 
Norway,  Czechoslovakia,  Portugal.  VT  have  received 
Blind  Welfare  workers,  clergymen,  doctors,  lecturers, 
journalists,  teachers.  Government  officials,  schoolgirls, 
and  schoolboys. 

An  Invitation  to  You. — You  who  read  these  words 
are  asked  to  call  at  our  Headquarters  in  Great 
Portland  Street,  when  you  have  an  opportunity,  to 
see  for  yourselves  some  of  the  work  which  we  have 
briefly  described.  You  will,  we  believe,  find  the 
experience  rich  in  revelation  of  the  competence, 
confidence  and  conquests  of  the  blind. 


Once  again  it  is  our  very  great  pleasure  to  place  on  record  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  gratitude  to  our  Secretary- 
General,  Mr.  W . McG.  Eagar,  and  his  devoted  staff,  for  another  year  of  service  so  willingly  and  nobly  rendered. 


And  may  God’s  Blessing  continue  to  rest  upon  our  labours. 
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ARMITAGE  MEMORIAL  FUND 


Fxl'R.NniTUKE 

194S/49 

1947 14S 

Income 

To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  General  Charity 
ImiiuI  Account  (included  in  Interest  and  Kents)  ... 

i, 

1U9 

t, 

m 

By  Cash  received  from  the 
Clothworkers 

£1U9 

122 

1948/49 

i 

109 

£109 


ARMITAGE  FUND  FOR  THE 

/ KxrESDlTUKK 

'I'o  Aiiiovinls  paid  lo  and  Services  on  behalf  of  Blind  ^ 

51  Writers  •••  •••  ••• 

Surplus  taken  lo  Xalional  InstUutf  Jor  the  lilifui— 

50  General  Charily  Fund  Account 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  BLIND  WRITERS 

£ Income 

By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
107  ClothworUers ... 

— Deficit  taken  lo  National  Institute  for  the  Blind — 

General  Charity  Fund  .Account  ...  


107 


£226 


£ 

95 

131 

£226 


BAILEY  BEQUEST 


r E.\pesdituke 

150  To  General  Charily  Fund  for  General  Purposes...  ... 

General  Charily  FuikI  for  Assistance  lo  Necessitous 

15G  Blind •••  . •••  •••  .••• 

(The  above  items  are  included  in  General  Charily 
Fund— National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  under 
DividtMids  on  Investments! 

31  I.ondon  .Association  for  the  Blind  

343 


£ £ INCOME 

212  313  By  Dividends  on  Investment 

212 

42 

£466  343 


£ 

466 


£466 


SALOMON’S  BEQUEST 


f 

Expenditure 

£ 

£ 

Income 

£ 

To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind— General  Charity 

497 

By  Dividends  on  Investment  

<97 

197 

Fund  .Account  (included  in  Dividends  on  Investments) 

497 

497 

£497 

497 

£497 

LEEDS 

EMBOSSED 

BOOKS 

FUND 

£ Receipts 

£ 

£ 

Pav.ments 

£ 

13S  To  Cash  at  Bank,  1st  April,  1948 

.Amount  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 

150 

36 

Bv  Amount  expended  on  goods  supplied  to  I-ceds 
Institution 

20 

4.S  Clothworkers 

4S 

150 

Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1949 

179 

— Deposit  Interest 

ISO 

I 

£199 

136 

£199 

XoTE. — ^The  Capital  Stock  of  this  Fund  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers,  and  the  dividends  received  and  paid  over 
by  them  are  for  the  supply  of  Braille  Literature,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  of  Leeds  and  District. 


/■ 

303 

63 

3 


459 


THE  HENRY  STAINSBY 

MEMORIAL 

GIFT 

FUND  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Rfceipts 

£ 

£ 

Pav.ments 

£ 

To  Cash  at  Bank,  1st  .April,  1948... 

449 

10 

By  Amounts  expended  on  Gifts 

42 

Dividends  on  Investment  

62 

449 

Cash  at  Bank,  31si  March,  1949 

471 

Deposit  Interest 

2 

£513 

459 

£513 

W.  L.  PLATTS,  Chairman,  Finance  Committee  ] National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  Treasurer  f 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  with  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Fund,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  in  accordance  therewith,  and  in 
our  opinion  correct. 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2.  I.ACKSON,  PI.XLEV  & CO., 

nth  July,  1949  Chartered  Accountants,  Auditors. 

Note.— The  Capital  Stock  of  the  Fund,  £2,469  13s.  lid.  2\%  Treasury  Stock,  1975,  or  after,  is  held  in  trust  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 


Balance  Sheet  31st  March,  1949 


3H3I-IS 

27,033 

U2 


Liabilities 
Capital  Account — 

lialance  at  1st  April,  1948  ... 

Atid  : Profit  on  Rtilcmfition  of  Inx'cstmcnts 


i 


27,730 

Less  : Transfers  to  General  l^irposes  Fund — 

2,.m  Investments  Realized 

103  Depreciation  less  Additions  to  Fixed  Assets 


C 

25,127 


25,127 

62 


2,003 


25,127 


170 

2,603 


General  Purposes  Fund — 

Balance  at  1st  April,  1948  ... 

Add:  Transfers  from  Capital  Account, 
above 

General  Legacies 


25,065 


2,521 

62 

1,800 


2,773  4,383 

Less  : Deficit  from  General  Charity  Fund 

252  Account  ...  ...  ...  1,528 

2,855 

2,521 


494  Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances  ...  ...  2,192 


C23,N2 


£30,112 


31I3I4S  Assets 

£ 

],59S  hreehold  Prr>p(Tty  i At  Cost,  less  amounts 

027  Printing  Machinery  i written  ofi 
20  Furniture  and  Fittings  (at  cost  less  Deprecia- 
tion) 


2,245 


In  vestments — 

20,2  14  General  Purposes 
2,6GS  Kndowmenls  Specifically  Appropriated 


22,832 


25,127 

2,090  Slock,  as  valued  by  Officials  of  tlie  Society  ... 
478  Sundry  Debtors,  less  Reserve  for  Doubtful 

Debts 

44l  Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  


£28,142 


1,.S38 

596 


£ 


49 

— 2,183 


20,214 

2,668  22,882 


25,065 

2,022 

749 

2,276 


£30,1 12 


W.  L.  PL.^TTS,  Chairman,  Finance  Commitlce  ' National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  I'reasurer  j 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet  is  properly 
drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  Society’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  infonuation  and  tlie  explanations 
given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Society. 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2  JACKSON,  PIXLEV  & CO. 

Chartered  Accountants, 

8th  July,  1949.  Auditors. 


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 


Publications  Account 

for  the 

Year  ended 

31st  March,  1949 

1947148 

Expenditure 

1947  !4S 

Income 

r 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1,224 

To  Stock  at  1st  April,  1948 

2,096 

By  Cost  of  Production — 

1,830 

Production  Salaries  and  Wages 

2,316 

1,979 

Books  ... 

1,999 

70 

National  Insurance,  etc. 

115 

1,509 

Magazines  and  Newspapers  

1,635 

1,402 

Materials  for  Transcribing,  Embossing,  Binding,  etc. 

1,210 

— 

— _ 

151 

Printing,  Stationer)*,  Postage,  Carriage  and  Packing 

76 

3,548 

3,634 

90 

Fuel,  Light,  VN’ater  and  Power  

105 

Less  Reductions  allowed  from  cost  price  of  Books, 

07 

Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

6o 

2,321 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  

1,781 

270 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Premises  and  Machinery 

312 

— 

— 

Depreciation — 

1,227 

Net  Sales  ...  ...  ...  

1 .853 

Freehold  ...  ...  ...  81 

2,096 

Stock  at  31st  March,  1949 

2,022 

Plant  ...  33 

1,916 

Gross  Loss  carried  down  ...  ...  

2,534 

117 

— 

114 

£5,239 

£6,409 

£-%239 

£6.4(0 

1,910 

To  Gross  Loss  brought  down 

2,534 

1,868 

By  Grant,  Local  Government  .Act,  1929,  and  National 

1,010 

Management  Expenses  and  other  Salaries  ... 

1,325 

.Assistance  .Act,  1948  ... 

1 .868 

1,124 

Net  Deficit,  carried  to  General  Charily  Fund  .Account 

1.991 

(.2,992 

£3,859 

£2,992 

£3.859 

General  Charity  Fund  Account  for 

the  Year 

ended  31st  March.  1949 

f 

Expenditure 

c 

/ 

Income 

c 

1,124 

To  Net  Deficit,  transferred  from  Publications  Account... 

1,991 

5 

By  Subscriptions  and  Dtinaiions  ... 

8 

151 

Augmentation  of  Wages — Blind  Staff  

159 

927 

Dividends 

837 

Annuity  pavable  under  the  Will  of  the  late  Miss 

281 

Rents  ...  ...  

281 

20 

A.  E.  C.  Moon 

20 

2 

Miscellaneous  Income  ... 

1 

141 

Pensions  Scheme  Contributions 

162 



Legacies 

I,SO0 

31 

Audit  Fee  ...  

24 

252 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 

1.528 

— 

Cenlenarv  Celebrations 

'>99 

— 

Legacies  transferred  to  Balance  Sheet  

1,800 

7.407 

£4,455 

£1,407 

£4.455 

/>,o-  -0 


WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 


Balance  Sheet  at  31st  March,  1949 


3113  ns  Liadiuiies 

^ Capital  Account — 

Balance  at  1st  April,  1948  ... 

Add : Gardners'  Trust  Scholarship  Tund 

Assets  Transferred  

Grant — National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ... 


717 


41,S23 

1,070  ; Depreciation  ... 


40,763 

3.5SG 


Balance  of  Income  and  Expenditure  Account 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1949 
Less : Legacies  


31 13 IJS 

Assets 

£ 

40,753 

lO.lOS 

029 

2,191 

Freehold  Property  ] At  net  cost 

Leashold  Property  ...  ,-  less  ... 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  ...  ) Depreciation 

292 

19,013 

Investments  at  cost — 

Endowments — General  

Endowments — Specifically  appropriated 
Building  Fund  

41,045 

1,071 

39,974 

3,000 

17,231 

1,504 

2,852 

131 

21,735 

Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  Balances, 
Reserves  for  Doubtful  Debts 

4,500 

€ 

15,397 

597 

2,245 


£ 

18,239 


3,000 

17,231 

1,504 


21,735 


5,852 


3,119  2,721 

3,119  Less  : Grant — National  Institute  for  the  Blind  2,721 


2,3S7  Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances 
2,173  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 


3,276 

2,576 


45,313 


45,826 


45,313 


45,826 


COBH.A,M,  Chairman,  Board  of  Governors. 

A.  J.  W.  KlTCiAltl,  Mcynber,  Board  of  Governors. 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet  is  properly 
drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  College’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations 
given  to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  College. 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2.  J.^CKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 

8th  July,  1949.  Auditors. 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1949 


1947148 

Expenditure 

1947148 

Income 

i 

f 

£ 

£ 

9,086 

To  Fees,  Salaries  of  Teachers,  Matrons,  Servants,  etc.... 

10‘ni7 

11,746 

By  Maintenance  and  other  Fees  ... 

14,124 

96 

Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance,  etc. 

257 

140 

Grant,  Ministry  of  Education  

167 

1,970 

Provisions 

2,287 

208 

Donations 

12 

451 

Laundry  

558 

315 

Dividends  and  Annuities  

316 

33 

Other  Household  Expenses  and  Sundries 

19 

315 

Grant,  Gardner's  Trust  

315 

490 

Rent,  Rat<»s,  Taxes,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

456 

1,063 

Fuel,  Light,  Cleaning  and  Water  

1,101 

12,724 

14,934 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Educational  Books  and 

467 

Legacies  ... 

131 

362 

Apparatus 

431 

Appropriation  of  Endowment  and  Special  Income 

155 

Medical  Charges  

254 

305 

(per  contra) 

197 

169 

Travelling 

216 

3,586 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 

2,852 

244 

Renewals  

189 

282 

Sports,  Games,  Dramatics,  etc.  

323 

279 

Teachers’  Superannuation  

322 

25 

Clothing-Staff 

7 

14,705 

16,437 

471 

Management  Expenses  

565 

32 

Legal  and  Other  Charges  

60 

1,102 

Upkeep  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  (including  Repairs) 

724 

16,310 

17,786 

467 

Legacies — Transferred  to  Balance  Sheet  

131 

305 

Bursaries  from  Endowment  and  other  Special  Income 

(per  contra) 

197 

17,082 

18,114 

17,082 

18,114 
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ENDOWMENTS 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


General  Account 

The  H.  F.  Bailey  Bequest... 

The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund  ... 

The  Leopold  Salomon’s  Endowment  Fund 

The  Miss  Constance  de  Jong  Bequest 

The  William  Brown  He.xtall  Bequest 

The  Rev.  F.  J.  Hackett  Bequest 

The  John  Rae  Campbell  Endowment  Fund 

The  Nuffield  Endowment 

The  Mary  Shaw  Bequest 

The  Sir  Alfred  Jones  Bequest 

The  Hornshaw  Endowment 

The  Donald  and  Rosie  Alderson  Bequest 

The  Rose  Gay  Bequest,  1858-1931 

The  Hextall  Fund  for  Blind  Law  Students 

The  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Little  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kirkham  Bequest 

The  Blind  Social  Aid  Society  Fund 

The  Henry  Heskall  David  Bequest 

The  Miss  Constance  IIar\-ie  Bequest 

The  Alma  Marvin  Bequest 

Proceeds  of  Sale  of  9 Oval  Road,  London 

The  J.  J.  Crossfield  Bequest 

The  Sir  John  Howard  Bequest  

The  Mrs.  Ralph  Partridge  Bequest 

The  Henry  Ireland  Bequest  

The  J.  W.  Comben  Bequest  

The  Dr.  Howell  Rees  Bequest 

The  Louis  Sterne  Bequest 

The  Miss  Mary  Jesson  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  J.  Rainsforth  Bequest  


Guest  House  for  Blind  Women,  Leamington 

The  Harry  Urmson  Hayes  Fund 

The  Miss  A.  V.  Allpress  Endowment  Fund 


Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home,  St.  Leonard's 
The  Mrs.  Jessie  Elizabeth  Laing  Bequest 


c 

s. 

d. 

...18,644 

1 

4 

...10,480 

5 

3 

...  9,600 

0 

0 

...  7,973 

13 

1 

...  5,433 

15 

0 

...  3,100 

0 

0 

...  3,000 

0 

0 

...  2,583 

16 

2 

...  1,463 

1 

T 

...  1,350 

1 

0 

...  1,017 

1 1 

0 

...  1,000 

0 

0 

...  1.000 

0 

0 

850 

0 

6 

720 

7 

2 

693 

16 

7 

...  563 

17 

0 

...  539 

1 5 

0 

...  450 

0 

0 

348 

2 

6 

329 

1 

6 

268 

18 

6 

200 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

117 

16 

3 

104 

16 

5 

100 

0 

0 

...  65 

19 

5 

26 

16 

3 

10 

18 

0 

£72,186 

9 

0 

i 

s. 

d* 

. 2,014 

3 

10 

. 1,048 

0 

0 

£3,062 

3 

10 

i 

s. 

d. 

. 1,000 

0 

0 

SUNSHINE  FUND  FOR  BLIND  BABIES  AND  CHILDREN 


General  Account 

The  Miss  Susan  .A.  Davey  Bequest 
The  James  Attfield  Bequest 
The  Lewis  Maulkin  King  Bequest 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  East  Grinstead 

The  “ Dancing  Times  ” Endowment 

The  Hornshaw  Endowment 

The  Eliza  and  John  Frederick  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  F.  Marks  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  Lucy  Block  Bequest 

The  Anthony  Cloustin  Partridge  Endowment 

The  Mrs.  A.  R.  Edwards  Bequest 

The  Miss  A.  D.  Spiers  Bequest 

The  T.  G.  Sorby  Bequest 

The  Miss  Vaughan  Chapman  Bequest 

The  “ Sunday  League  ” Endow’ment 


Blind  Babies’  Home  Southport 

The  Ernest  Flalloweli  Barlow  Bequest 

The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest 

The  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  K.  Graves  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  H.  R.  Ethel  Graves  Bequest 


r 

s. 

d. 

600 

0 

0 

205 

14 

7 

100 

0 

0 

£905  14 

7 

c 

s. 

d. 

. 2,000 

0 

0 

. 1,020 

0 

0 

. 751 

0 

9 

623 

8 

7 

541 

5 

1 

. 500 

0 

0 

477 

10 

0 

477 

10 

0 

. 200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

47 

17 

0 

£6,738 

11 

5 

£ 

s. 

d. 

. 752 

11 

5 

692 

14 

0 

144 

14 

10 

. 100 

0 

0 

£1,690 

0 

3 

Blind  Babies’  Home,  Northwood 

Bundles  for  Britain,  Inc.,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 

U.S.A.,aud  Daughters  of  St.  George,  Niagara  Falls, 

Ontario,  Canada  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £504  0 4 


Total  £104,995  14  11 


“ Arno,"  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight 

£ 

d. 

The  Robert  Noble  Bequest 

6,233 

5 

8 

The  Mrs.  Annie  Fisher  Bequest 

1,758 

10 

6 

THE  MOON  SOCIETY 

The  Miss  A.  E.  C.  Moon  Endowment 

£7,991 

16 

2 

Chorleywood  College 

The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (After-Care) 
The  William  Brown  He.xtall  Scholarship 
The  Nuffield  Endowment 
Fees  Endowment  F'uiid 
The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest 


Fellowship  House,  Hoylake 
National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers’  League 


£ 

s. 

d. 

WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND, 

WORCESTER 

..  3,108 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  2,999 

4 

6 

Gardner’s  Scholarship  for  the  Blind 

...  7,268 

17 

1 

. 2,067 

0 

10 

The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (After-Care) 

...  4,253 

14 

11 

. 1,200 

0 

0 

The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship 

...  3,000 

0 

0 

692 

14 

0 

General  Endowment  Fund  ...  

...  3,000 

0 

0 

The  Nuffield  Endowment  

...  2,055 

0 

7 

£10,066 

19 

4 

The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund  ... 

250 

0 

0 

The  Blair  and  Forster  Memorial  Fund 

200 

4 

7 

The  Swimming  Bath  Fund  ...  

...  113 

3 

8 

The  Himiiig  Prize  Fund 

90 

0 

0 

. £850 

0 

0 

£20,231 

0 

10 
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LEGACIES, 


1948-49 


General  Account 
AUains,  1-rcdenck  Borley 

Allen,  .'Irs.  Jessie  

Allstee,  Mrs.  .tlartlia 
Ayres,  .Mrs.  Amy  Klizaoeth  ... 

H.'iker,  .Mrs.  Aiiuie  ...  ... 

UaUlwyu,  Aliss  Amelia  Marion 
Ball,  liawarJ  KegiiiaUl 

Barile,  Mrs.  Bllen  

Baylcioii.  Kicliard  James 
Baynes,  .nUss  Amy  Helen 
BecKer,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 

Bell,  Alexander  

Bell,  .Mrs.  Emily 
Benliam,  Frederick  iliiam 

Berc,  Charles 

Birch,  .Arlhur  Robert 

Bird,  Thomas 

Blaiden,  Miss  Harnet 

Blunt.  Rliss  Mary  Jane 

Bolton,  Mrs.  Klizauelb 

Bowlv,  Mrs.  Emilie  Louisa  ... 
Brewer.  Miss  Kate  Beatrice  ... 
Broderick,  Henry  and  Minnie  Eliz 

Brown,  Miss  Taniiy 

Brvant,  Mrs.  Clara  

Budd,  Mrs.  Rosa  

Bull,  tieorge  hrederick 

Bunby,  Miss  Helen  .Mary 
Burch,  Mrs.  Anne 
Cappleman,  Charles  W illiani... 
Carmichael,  Mrs.  Maria  Louisa 
Carslake.  Lewin  Bampfield  ... 
Chamings,  Mrs.  Emma  Jane... 

Clarke,  John  Edward 

Corfe,  Miss  B.  O 

Cottrell,  Miss  Gertrude  Maude  .Anno 

Crabb,  Miss  Annie  

Cretal,  Gabriel 

Crewe,  Henry  Thomas 

Croxford,  Mrs.  

CuWerhouse,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Nellie 
Currie,  Miss  Agnes  Cuthbertson 
Ualby,  Mrs.  Florence 

Dalton,  Frederick  

Dalziel,  Lady  Harriet  Sarah 

Davey,  Franklin  

Dransfield,  Fred  

De  Maupas,  Miss  Vivienne  llennet 
Edmunds,  Dorothy  Muriel  ... 

Eilbeck,  Miss  Lillias  Mary  ... 
Ellis-Barker,  Mrs.  Bertha  Caroline 
Etty,  Miss  Mary  Lucy 
Fantham,  Miss  Amelia 
Fielding,  Mrs.  Annie  ... 

Fletcher,  Edward  Macrae 
Foskett,  Miss  Frances  Edith... 
Gamburg,  Hugo  Ferdinand  ... 
Gardner,  Charles  Lane 
Gaulter,  Miss  Margaret  Bradshaw 

Giliibrand,  Robert  

Gough,  Olive  Marion 

Gover,  Frederick  Charles 
Grant.  Miss  Minnie 
Greenwood,  Miss  Eliza  Ann  ... 
Hackett,  Miss  Gertrude  Elizabeth  \ 
Harries,  Miss  Laura  Annie  ... 
Hawkins,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mary 
Hayes,  George  Whitley 
Hess,  Miss  Sophie  Matilda  ... 

Hibbs,  Tom  

Hill,  Charles  Edward 
Hilton,  Richard  Croot 

Hinks,  Joseph  

Hitch,  Miss  Janet  

Hodge.  Miss  Marv  

Horsi.ill,  James  Charles 
How.  Th  nnas  Barnabas  .Alfred 
Hughes,  Cliarles  Tudor 
Hunt,  Mrs.  El'*anor  Sarah  ... 

Hurfnrd,  Fred  

Jenkinson,  Miss  Olive 
Jones,  Miss  Catherine 

Jones,  l.)avid  Parry 

lones,  Miss  Margaret  Elizabeth 

Jones,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 

Joseph,  Silas  Menasche 

Kemp,  George  Herbert 

Kemp,  Miss  Mary  Jane 

King,  Miss  Emily  RIaud 

Lakin,  Mrs.  Emily  IClizabelh  Laura 

Lancaster,  James  Alfred  .Atkinson 
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ibetb 


Isabelle  Le 


c S.  d 

d9l  19  3 
88  18  8 
100  0 0 
71  0 -1 

13  12  7 
200  0 0 
...  1,500  0 0 
4 14  8 
264  0 1 

...  300  0 0 

149  6 5 

94  3 6 

12  19  7 

...  2,773  1 1 5 

26  9 10 

20  6 10 
20  0 0 
250  0 0 
100  0 0 
169  11  10 
300  5 7 
300  0 0 

26  5 7 
. 2,800  0 0 
600  0 0 
500  0 U 
10  0 0 
...  1,000  0 0 

150  0 0 
20  16  10 

187  18  7 
25  0 0 

...  1,181  18  4 
...  1,000  4 9 

15  14  0 
...  1,000  0 0 
20  U o 
33  17  3 
10  0 0 
5 0 0 

480  0 6 
100  0 0 
70  9 5 
20  0 0 
135  17  3 
12  12  9 
17  6 0 

...  9,706  15  6 
100  0 0 
150  U 0 

835  3 7 

8 17  1 

500  0 0 

...  1,348  14  6 

27  14  10 

...  600  0 0 

..  200  0 0 

300  0 0 

100  0 0 

2 3 0 

900  0 0 

...  688  10  5 

...  614  4 2 

7 6 

...  667  0 7 

5 0 0 

5 0 4 

28  8 4 

...  300  0 0 

25  0 0 

...  100  0 0 

200  0 0 
20  0 0 
816  5 0 
SO  0 0 
...  322  15  9 

707  3 I 
1 15  3 
50  0 0 
50  0 0 

200  0 0 
...  270  0 0 

8 7 

...  4.713  0 6 

...  557  17  8 

100  18  6 

...  117  11  9 

400  3 6 
200  0 0 
216  13  3 
213  8 10 


Langford,  Leonard  

Laugnton,  \N'ihiam  Henry  ... 

Lawaon,  William  George  

Levin,  Utto  Lewis  Wiiiiam 

Lowe,  Mrs.  Annie  Florence  Rea 

Lowe,  Mrs.  Ida  Mary  

Lywood,  Miss  Frances  Duncan 
Macdonald,  ftirs.  Lydia  Josephine  Squire  . 

Martyn,  Mrs.  Susannah  Catherine  ... 

Maxwell,  Mrs.  Florence  

Merzbach,  Miss  Lucy  

Millar,  Mrs.  Sarab  

Moffatt,  Robert  William  

Morehouse,  Miss  Mary  Beatrice 

Morris,  Charles  Edward  

Morrison,  Mrs.  E.  A. 

Mounin,  Miss  Emma  Rachel 

Mulligan,  Mrs.  Ada 

Myhre,  Dr.  Rciiiert 

Neale,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Victoria 
Newman,  Miss  J . E.  A. 

Nicholson,  Miss  Edith  Rebecca 

Nickols,  Miss  Elizabeth  

Nott,  Miss  Lydia  Hannah 
Osborn,  Miss  Lucy  Hditli 
Palmer,  Miss  Nona  Iren 
Payne,  Mrs.  Effie 

Pearce,  Mrs.  Alice  Preddeu 

Pcarse,  Miss  Fanny  ... 

Peuhale,  Mrs.  Mary  Annie  

Perrett,  Mrs.  K.  M 

Pirn,  Miss  Constance 

Pledger,  Miss  Elizabeth  

Pollard,  Mrs.  Ellen  Anne 

Poller,  Stanley  

Rasmussen,  Audun  ... 

Rechenberg,  Miss  Laura  Ellen 

Rich, Isaac  

Richardson,  Mrs.  Julia  Ann  ... 

Ridgway,  Mrs.  Alice  Mary  

Rullell,  Waller  James 
Ryan,  Miss  Alice 
Saggers,  Mrs.  Louisa  Kate 

Saiwey,  Miss  Ethel  Mary  

Samworth,  Miss  Edith 
Samworth,  Henry 
S^.vern,  .Arthur  ... 

Seward,  Miss  Alice  Eveline  ... 

Shaw,  Miss  Mary  

Shepard,  Richard  Percy 
Simpson,  Miss  Florence  Alice 
Sims,  Miss  Anna  Olivia 

Sinclair,  Mrs.  Amy  Louise  

Sladen,  Alfred  Rayner  

Smart,  Mrs.  Emily  Spittle  

Smith,  Mrs.  Emma  

Solly,  James  Raymond  

Spear,  Miss  Blanche  Maria  ... 

Stallwood,  Miss  Kate  

Steed,  David  George  

Street,  Miss  Elizabeth  Baxter 
Tattershall,  Miss  Rosina  Caroline  ... 
Tayler,  Miss  Alice  Maria  Louisa 
Taylor,  Joseph 
Teasdale,  Eliza  Margaret 
Ternperley,  Mrs.  Jessie  Primrose 
Tetley,  Mrs.  Cecilia  PTances 
Thompson,  Miss  Ethel  Gertrude 

Thorley,  Mrs.  ^Iaria  Lucy  

Tubman,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  

Turner,  Frank  

Urquhart,  Miss  Mary  

L'sher,  Mrs.  Ellen  Alecia 
Walker,  Miss  Ada  Willoughby 

Walker.  Alfred  

Walker,  Henry  Seeker 
Wareing,  Miss  Agnes  ... 

Whitek’gg,  Miss  Sarah  Ellen... 

Wilcoxon,  Miss  Alicq  Elizabeth 
Wilkinson,  Miss  Mary  .Ann  Daplyn 
\Vil!ey,  Mrs.  PA’elyn  Maude  ... 

Williams,  Miss  Elizabeth  Gertrude  ... 
Williams,  Miss  Louie  Myfanwy 
Williams,  Miss  M.  ... 

Williams,  Miss  Victoria  May 

Willis,  Bertram  George 
Wright,  Frederick  William  ... 

Wood,  Miss  Anne  


Carried  forward 


C S.  d. 

760  U 6 
22  16  0 
...  1,564  6 6 

14  12  5 
200  0 0 
500  U 0 
lUO  0 0 
100  U 0 
lUU  0 0 

2 5 6 
50  0 0 

100  0 0 
437  16  3 
50  14  4 

30  12  4 
...  2,2oU  0 0 
124  11  8 

100  0 0 
250  0 0 

24  4 11 
50  0 0 

433  6 8 
...  l,//2  6 0 

20  0 0 
1 80  0 0 
100  0 0 
50  0 0 

455  16  3 

25  0 0 
960  13  7 
132  U 0 
200  0 0 
100  0 0 

92  6 3 

100  0 0 
58  15  4 
...  1,153  12  H 
66  13  9 

500  0 0 

400  0 0 

187  3 7 

22  U 0 
lUO  0 0 
100  0 0 
300  0 0 
100  0 0 
...  500  0 0 

5 0 0 
375  0 0 

6 19  11 

90  0 0 
10  0 0 
50  0 0 

192  14  8 
10  0 0 
5 0 0 
...  2,711  i 11 
25  0 0 
180  9 4 
11  6 3 
65  ll  1 
50  0 0 
...  211  14  1 

9 8 10 

78  1 3 

17  3 

270  9 3 

250  0 0 
4 4 0 

103  2 10 
20  0 0 
22  5 11 
303  8 0 
100  0 0 
50  0 0 
200  0 0 

39  6 0 
100  0 0 

...  720  0 0 

40  0 0 
15  ID  3 

100  0 0 
100  0 0 

10  0 0 

341  9 8 

4 0 6 

8 10  0 
56  17  3 

£64.884  17  9 


Legacies— 


c 

s. 

d. 

BroiiglU  forward 

64.884 

17 

0 

\\’ood,  Miss  Irene  Constance 

...  1,25(1 

0 

0 

Wood,  James  ... 

114 

12 

u 

Woodcock,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mary 

1 

9 

5 

Woodham.  Miss  Charlotte  Marv  Nash 

lUO 

12 

8 

Wynne,  Mrs.  Hannah 

205 

19 

9 

Young,  Miss  Fanny  ... 

50 

0 

0 

£66,607 

ll 

7 

Deduct  Refund  of  overpayments  in  previous 

years  : — 

Coldwell.  Mrs.  Marjory  Kathleen  

1.082  10 

0 

Manbre,  Mrs.  Kleanor  Christian 

85  9 

3 

— 

— 1.167 

19 

3 

£65,439 

12 

4 

Training  Guide  Dogs  for  the  Blind 

L 

s. 

d. 

Wood,  Mrs.  Muriel  Henrietta  Campbell 

748  9 7 

Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children 

L 

s. 

rl 

Austin,  Lord  ... 

50 

0 

0 

Brown,  Miss  Annie  Martha  Amelia 

...  1,014 

6 

1 1 

Bull,  ^irs.  Ellen  

50 

0 

0 

Doling,  Miss  fessie 

50 

0 

0 

Felkin,  Miss  Laura  Elizabeth 

...  30 

0 

0 

Goodacre,  Mrs.  Elsena  Annie 

129 

u 

7 

Hedges,  Mrs.  Olive  Maude  ... 

45 

0 

0 

Hodder,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

3 

1 

9 

Johnson,  Miss  Alice  Matilda 

20 

0 

0 

Leah.  Mrs.  Sarah  Edith  

9 

8 

0 

Lord,  Miss  Emily 

500 

0 

0 

Lnvnds,  Clara  ... 

208 

14 

5 

Macdougall,  Miss  Florence  May 

45 

14 

0 

Mills,  Henrv  ... 

25 

17 

6 

Moullin,  Miss  Emma  Rachel 

124 

1 1 

8 

Smith,  Miss  Ethel  Marv 

...  207 

6 

10 

Spencer.  Mrs.  M.  E.  ... 

5 

0 

n 

Wardlaw,  Mrs.  Eva  Mary 

675 

U 

0 

£3,193 

12 

8 

Together 

£69,381 

14 

7 

In  Addition,  the  Following  Legacies  were  Bequeathed  to  the 
Institute  during  the  year,  and  were  Specifically  Appro- 
priated AS  below  : — 


Wireless  Sets  for  the  Blind 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Ritchie.  Mrs.  .Ann  Elizabeth... 

1,500 

0 

n 

Thomas.  Mrs.  Hannah 

3,930 

15 

10 

Wood.  Mrs.  Muriel  Henrietta  Campbell 

748 

9 

8 

£6,179 

5 

6 

contimicd 


Sunshine  Home  for  B 

d Babies  and  Children,  Southport  f 

Bancrult,  Mi^s  lessic .. 

1 00 

0 

Hughes,  Mrs.  Morcncf 

150 

0 

0 

Lawson,  .Mr>.  Jan<-  1'. 

er  ... 

246 

.5 

Mcliich,  Miss  Lallierij 

875 

McLellan,  Miss  litliel 

crlrudc 

395 

9 

0 

Nuttall,  Miss  Mary  ■ 

20 

0 

0 

Rogers,  Miss  Margare) 

idilh 

105 

9 

Rost,  Mrs.  Ivniilv 

622 

Stansfield,  Miss  lessie 

50 

0 

Uellev,  Mrs.  Cecilia  lu 

iices 

270 

9 

'lomkinson,  Mrs.  Marj 

...  1,883 

13 

0 

Wild,  .Mrs.  Edith 

90 

7 

10 

£4.809 

7 

2 

Sunshine  Home  for  Blii 

Babies  and  Children,  East  Grlnstead  £ 

s. 

d. 

BradLurv,  .Miss  Ann  .. 

837 

7 

7 

3 

Ritchie,  Miss  1 leleu  M; 

Anna  ...  ...  2,237 

0 

Wilson,  Henry  F.dwiu 

100 

0 

0 

£3,174 

7 

10 

The  Moon  Society 

Gilbert,  David... 

£1,800 

0 

0 

Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  £ s.  d. 

llinglcy,  Miss  L.  G lUO  0 0 

Verrinder,  Waller  Joseph  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  19  4 


£130  19  4 


ENDOWMENTS 

The  following  additions  to  Endowments  were  made  to  the  Institute 
during  the  year; — 

General  Account 

The  “ Rose  Gay  ” Bequest,  1858-1931  ...  £80  3 7 


Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children 

Edwards,  Mrs.  A.  K.  £27  3 3 


Refund  of  A.mount  Overpaid  in  Pi?evious  Years: — 

General  Bequest 

The  Rev.  F.  J.  Hackett  Bequest  ...  ...  ...  £535  16  10 


GRANTS  TO  SOCIETIES  FOR  THE  BLIND,  1948  49. 


Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs... 
Buckinghamshire  Association  for  the  Blind 
Church  Missionary  Society  ... 

Devon  County  Association  for  tlie  Blind  ... 
Gasking  Holiday  Fund 
Guide  i3ogs  for  the  Blind  Association 
Greater  London  h'und  for  the  Blind 
Hastings  N’oluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind 
I.ecds  Incorporated  lusiilule  for  the  Blind 
-Middlesex  Association  for  the  Blind 
Surrey  N’oluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
W'alsall  Society  for  llie  Blind 
Wiltshire  .Association  for  the  Blind 


£ s.  d. 
U)0  ti  0 
71  n 4 
200  0 0 
.50  0 (I 

10  0 0 
748  9 7 
500  0 0 

500  0 0 
100  0 0 
300  0 0 

250  0 0 

250  0 0 
1,417  16  9 
250  0 0 


£4,747 


UNIFIED  COLLECTING  AGREEMENTS 

3 1st 


1949 


£ 

i 

d 

NET  AMOUNT  AVAILABLE  FOR  DISTRIBUTION:— 

£ 

s. 

d. 

153,481 

18 

10 

(a)  From  Areas  worked  by  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

(b)  From  Areas  worked  by  Other  Participating  Societies, 

143,442 

5 

9 

32,170 

5 

0 

including  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  

34,157 

18 

2 

£185,652 

3 

10 

;^177,600 

3 

11 

£ 

55,676 

s. 

d. 

DISTRIBUTED  AS  FOLLOWS 

£ 

s. 

d. 

15 

11 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind  

.55,003 

11 

1 

14,786 

8 

9 

National  Library  for  the  Blind  

14,703 

15 

11 

115,188 

19 

2 

Other  Participating  Societies  (see  below) 

107,802 

10 

11 

£185,652 

3 

10 

£177,600 

3 

11 

ANALYSIS  OF  AMOUNTS  DISTRIBUTED  TO 

BEDFORDSHIRE  - 

N.  Bedfordshire  Society  for  W'elfare  of  the  Blind  ... 

BERKSHIRE— 

Berkshire  County  Blind  Society 
Reading  Association  for  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE— 

Buckinghamshire  Association  for  the  Blind  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE— 

Cambridgeshire  Society  for  the  Blind  

CHESHIRE— 

Chester  & District  Blind  Welfare  Society  

Macclesfield  Society  for  the  Blind 

Stockport  Institute  for  the  Blind.  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Wallasey  Blind  Welfare  Committee  

CORNWALL— 

Cornwall  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

DEVON— 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

Home  for  the  Blind,  Torr 

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Plymouth 

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 

DORSET— 

Dorset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

DURHAM— 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind  

ESSEX— 

Essex  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

GLOUCESTERSHIRE— 

Bristol  Royal  Blind  Asylum  and  Workshops 

Gloucester  (City)  Society  for  the  Blind  

Gloucester  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

HAMPSHIRE  - 

Bournemouth  Blind  Aid  Society  

Southampton  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  ... 

HEREFORDSHIRE— 

Herefordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

HERTFORDSHIRE - 

Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE— 

Huntingdonshire  Society  for  the  Blind  

ISLE  OF  MAN— 

Manx  Blind  Welfare  Society 

LANCASHIRE  — 

Ashton-under-Lyne,  Stalybridge,  Dunkinfield  and  District 

Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind 

Catholic  Blind  Asylum 
Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  Blind... 

Preston  Industrial  Institute  and  Homes  for  the  Blind  ... 

Oldham  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  

5t.  Helens  and  Di««-'«ct  Society  for  the  Blind 
Southport  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee 
Wigan,  Leigh  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind 
Page  34 


/: 

s. 

d. 

1,197 

17 

2 

1,494 

4 

6 

455 

3 

7 

2,068 

15 

9 

1,312 

1 

2 

3,612 

2 

7 

544 

12 

5 

1,065 

9 

4 

50 

0 

0 

3,470 

17 

10 

1,975 

8 

4 

120 

0 

0 

2,057 

1 1 

7 

1,719 

1 

1 

1,185 

11 

3 

485 

9 

2 

2,587 

4 

6 

4,369 

2 

2 

448 

10 

11 

3,093 

12 

3 

427 

3 

8 

1,291 

3 

3 

1,296 

13 

1 

3,083 

8 

10 

423 

13 

11 

877 

7 

5 

841 

4 

6 

498 

19 

9 

9,979 

14 

6 

1,123 

7 

11 

763 

2 

6 

672 

0 

3 

243 

19 

1 

2,057 

4 

7 

OTHER  PARTICIPATING  SOCIETIES 

LINCOLNSHIRE— 

Boston  and  Holland  Blind  Society  ... 

Grimsby  Society  for  the  Blind 

Kesteven  Blind  Society  ...  

Lincoln  Blind  Society  

Lindsey  Blind  Society 

NORFOLK— 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 

NORTHUMBERLAND  — 

Newcastle  Agencies  for  the  Blind 

NORTH  WALES— 

North  Wales  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  - 

Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham 
OXFORDSHIRE— 

Oxford  (City  and  County)  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 
SOMERSET— 

Bath  Society  for  the  Blind 

Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

SUFFOLK— 

Ipswich  Blind  Society 

West  Suffolk  Voluntary  Blind  Committee 

SURREY— 

Surrey  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
SUSSEX— 

Eastbourne  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

Hastings  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
West  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind 

WILTSHIRE— 

Wiltshire  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Blind  ... 
YORKSHIRE— 

Barnsley  & District  Joint  Blind  Welfare  Committee 
Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind 


Blind  

Goole  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

Halifax  Society  for  the  Blind  ...  

Harrogate  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind 

Huddersfield  and  District  Blind  Society  

Keighley  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 
Leeds  Voluntary  Welfare  of  the  Blind  Committee 
North  Riding  Voluntary  Comnuttee  for  the  Welfare  ' 

Blind  

Rawmarsh  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Committee 
Rotherham  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  < 
Blind 

Saddleworth  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 
Scarborough  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 
Selby  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 
Settle  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 
Thome  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

Todmorden  Society  for  the  Blind 

Wakefield  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 
Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind  


Total,  as  above 


f 

s. 

d. 

1,069 

1 

4 

513 

1 

2 

1,107 

4 

4 

436 

1 

11 

3,938 

5 

11 

2,256 

13 

4 

5,816 

9 

1 

3,605 

8 

6 

651 

3 

3 

1,287 

15 

8 

439 

17 

5 

2,139 

3 

2 

990 

4 

7 

886 

18 

8 

2,145 

IS 

0 

390 

13 

3 

287 

14 

2 

2 742 

17 

5 

1.015 

18 

0 

1,240 

7 

0 

teo 

2 1 89 

12 

11 

.•>91 

8 

1 1 

• ihe 

l.(  16 

10 

6 

1 12 

7 

7 

918 

9 

3 

812 

9 

1 

796 

12 

0 

1,009 

7 

2 

5,679 

1 

3 

the 

577 

19 

4 

211 

17 

5 

the 

471 

19 

11 

81 

16 

3 

310 

4 

6 

174 

16 

I 

434 

8 

10 

103 

10 

4 

119 

8 

8 

1,063 

16 

9 

644 

5 

2 

£107,802 

16 

11 

THE  GROWTH  OF  THE 

1868  The  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Kducation  of  tlie  Blind  (now  the 
National  institute  for  the  Blind)  founded  by 
Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage.  The  Braille 
System  was  adopted  and  the  Association  soon 
became  the  centre  for  supplying  printed  books, 
maps,  music  and  educational  apparatus. 

1881  Publication  of  the  first  issue  of  Progress,  the  first 
magazine  in  Braille  type. 

1890  Death  of  Dr.  Armitage,  his  work  being  carried 
on  by  his  wife  until  her  death  in  1901.  Their 
daughter,  Miss  Alice  Armitage,  later  becomes  a 
Member  of  the  Institute's  Council. 

1899  Armitage  Memorial  Fund,  to  cheapen  and  extend 

Braille  publications,  founded. 

1900  Revised  Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation  published. 

1902  The  Association  transformed  from  a semi-private 

undertaking  and  incorporated.  Removed  from 
Cambridge  Square  to  20G  Great  Portland  St. 

1903  The  Braille  Review,  a letterpress  monthly,  now 

The  Sew  Beacon,  started. 

1907  The  Braille  Mail,  first  weekly  periodical,  begun. 

1908  Professor  M.  M.  McHardy,  F.R.C.S.,  became 

Chairman  and  started  fund  for  larger  premises. 

1909  Braille  Musical  Magazine  started. 

1911  First  fast-running  electrical  Braille  press  in- 
stalled. 

1913  First  issue  of  School  Magazine. 

1914  Moon  Society,  for  printing  books  and  periodicals 

in  type  invented  by  Dr.  Moon,  taken  over. 
Armitage  Fund  for  Employment  of  Blind  Writers 
founded  by  Miss  Armitage. 

New  premises  opened  at  224,  226,  228,  Great 
Portland  Street  by  King  George  V,  accom- 
panied by  Queen  Mary,  and  the  name  of  the 
Association  changed  to  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  C.  Arthur  (later  Sir  Arthur)  Pearson  elected 
first  President  of  the  Institute. 

Committee  formed  for  care  of  blinded  soldiers 
and  sailors  resulting  in  establishment  of  St 
Dunstan's. 

1915  School  of  Massage  (now  School  of  Physiotherapy) 

founded . 

London  Home  Teaching  Society  affiliated. 

1918  First  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  opened 

at  Chorleywood,  Herts. 

1919  Association  for  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs 

founded. 

1921  Chorleywood  College  for  Blind  Girls  opened. 

Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Ifiind  started. 

Home  Workers  Scheme  for  the  Blind  in  the 

Home  Counties  launched. 

1922  The  Moon  N ewspaper , first  weekly  in  Moon  type 

issued . 

1923  Ex-Service  Men’s  Fund  started  by  Captain  (later 

Sir  Bcachcroft)  Towse,  V.C.,  Chairman  of  the 
Institute. 

Second  Sunshine  Home  opened  at  Southport. 

1924  Third  Sunshine  Home  opened  at  Leamington. 

1925  Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home  opened  at 

" Bannow."  St.  Leonards. 

1926  Scheme  for  the  centralization  of  collections  and 

enlargement  of  Council  adopted. 

Research  into  blind  industrial  employment 
begun . 

1927  First  issue  of  the  Braille  Radio  Times. 

1928  Guest  House  for  Blind  Women  opened  at 

Leamington. 

1929  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund  e.slablishrd . 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE 

l'J30  Sunshine  Home  opened  at  Hast  C.rinstead,  in  place 
of  tlic  I lome  at  Chorleywood,  destroyed  by  fire. 
Museum  of  lilindiana  opened. 

High  speed  liraille  rotary  press  installed. 

1931  Council  again  enlarged  in  interests  of  national 

co-operation . 

First  issue  of  The  Braille  Rainbow,  first  journal 
for  the  deaf-blind. 

First  " Hlintraders  ” Kiosk  established. 

Enquiry  into  education  of  the  blind  begun. 
Electrical  Clinic  opened  at  J’hysiothcrapy  School. 

1932  School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children  opened  at 

Court  Grange,  S.  Devon. 

Standard  English  Braille  adopted  in  Great  Britain 
and  America. 

1933  New  Horae  for  Blind  Women  opened  in  Brighton. 

1934  Eichholz  Memorial  Clinic  opened  by  H.R.H. 

Prince  of  Wales. 

1935  Production  of  Talking  Books  begun. 

193G  Administration  of  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind 
taken  over. 

1937  School  Journey  Centre  and  Children's  Holiday 

Home  opened  at  New  Romney. 

Survey  of  Deaf-Blind  Problem  issued. 

1938  Council  re-constituted  on  lines  laid  down  in 

national  scheme. 

" Bible  for  the  Blind  ''  Exhibition. 

1939  King  George  VI  and  Queen  Elizabeth  visit  the 

Institute  on  its  25th  Anniversary. 

Holiday  Home  at  Scarborough  opened. 
Residential  Home  for  the  Deaf  Blind  established 
at  Harrogate. 

First  “ Braille  Panda  ” published. 

1940  Three  Homes  of  Recovery  for  War-Blinded 

Civilians  established  at  Goring-on-Thames, 
Bridgnorth  and  Torquay. 

1941  Southport  Home  for  Blind  Babies  damaged  by 

bombs. 

1942  Fourth  and  fifth  Sunshine  Homes  opened  at 

Northampton  and  Northwood. 

Placement  of  Blind  M'brkers  in  Sighted  Factories 
on  War- work. 

1943  School  of  Training  for  Telephone  Operators 

established  at  Bridgnorth. 

1944  Report  on  Employment  of  the  Blind  issued. 
Residential  Home  opened  at  Ventnor. 

Sir  Bcachcroft  Towse,  V.C., resigns  Chairmanship 
and  appointed  second  President  of  the  Institute. 
Succeeded  as  Chairman  by  General  Lord  Ismay. 
Residential  Hostel  opened  in  London. 

1945  Placementof blindinnational industryaccelerated. 
194G  Plans  for  extending  Students  Library  launched. 

Braille  News  Summary  for  the  deaf-blind  started. 
Holiday  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind  opened  at 
Hoylake. 

Holiday'  Home  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Harrogate. 
Second  Residential  Hostel  opened  in  London. 

1947  School  for  Blind  Children  with  other  handicaps 

established  at  Condover  Hall,  Shrewsbury. 
School  for  training  Shorthand-Typists  begun 
at  Bridgnorth. 

Third  Re.sidential  Hostel  opened  in  I.ondon. 
School  of  Physiotherapy  enlarged. 

1948  Moon  Centenary  celebrated. 

Sunshine  Home,  Leamington,  extended. 

into  Sixth  and  seventh  Sunshine  Homes  opened  at 
.\bbotskerswcll,  Devon,  and  Kingswinford, 
Staffs. 

Tate  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind  opened  at  Harrogate. 
National  Institute  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter. 
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THE  BLIND  COMMUNITY 
Some  Facts  and  Figures 


HE  National  Institute  for  the  Wind,  as  its  name 
implies,  is  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  all  blind  , 
people  throughout  the  country.  To  understand 
the  size  and  nature  of  its  work  it  is  helpful  to  have 
some  idea  of  the  size  and  nature  of  the  whole  blind 
community  in  England  and  Wales.  The  figures 
compiled  annually  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  from 
details  supplied  by  the  four  Kegional  Associations  for 
the  Blind  provide  this  information,  and  the  following 
brief  analysis  is  based  on  these  figures  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March.  1948. 

The  Civilian  Biind 

There  are  77,390  blind  men,  women  and_  children  in 
this  country.  Of  these,  approximately  2,2;>0  are  blind 
as  a direct  result  of  war  service  ; they  are  cared  for  by 
St.  Dunstan's.  Responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  all  the 
rest— the  ''  civilian  blind  ” — is  borne  by  the  National 
Institute  in  co-operation  with  Local  Authorities  and 
local  voluntary  agencies.  There  are  more  registered 
blind  people  now  than  there  were  four  years  ago,  when 
they  numbered  75,758.  This  is  largely  due  to  the 
greater  pioportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  population. 
3,9.50  blind  people  have  to  endure  the  additional 
handicap  of  deafness,  and  incre.ising  efforts  are  being 
made  to  meet  their  special  needs. 

Babies 

Sixteen  babies  under  the  age  of  1 are  known  to  be 
blind,  and  220  between  the  ages  of  I and  5.  There  are 
48  more  “ under-fives  ” than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  opening  of  more  Sunshine  Home  Nursery  Schools 
has  been  the  National  Institute's  immediate  response 
to  the  greater  need. 

At  School 

Blind  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  16  go  to 
residential  schools,  where  they  receive  a good  general 
education.  There  are  20  schools  for  the  blind  in 
England  and  Wales,  in  which  about  1,000  boys  and 
girls  are  being  educated.  Three  of  these  schools — at 
Birmingham.  Manchester  and  York — are  secondary 
modern  schools,  which  cater  for  between  250  and  300 
pupils.  The  Royal  Normal  College,  with  about  130 
boys  and  girls,  is  a secondary  technical  school,  specialis- 
ing in  music,  shorthand  and  typing.  Secondary 
grammar  school  education  is  provided  for  60  boys  at 
Worcester  College  and  for  60  girls  at  Chorleywood 
College.  Both  of  these  schools  are  administered  by  the 
National  Institute.  A small  number  of  children,  some 
.80  100,  cannot  fit  into  the  ordinary  schools  because 
of  some  additional  physical  or  mental  handicap,  and 
for  them  the  National  Institute  has  opened  Condovcr 
Hall  School,  where  a different  type  of  education  based 
upon  activity  and  experience  is  provided. 


Employment 

The  number  of  blind  men  and  women  who  are 
employed  in  " sheltered  " workshops  does  not  greatly 
vary  from  year  to  year.  2,481  men  are  engaged  in  such 
trades  as  basket-making,  mat-making,  chair-caning 
and  boot-repairing,  while  777  women  are  employed 
chielly  on  knitting  machines  and  weaving  looms. 

The  term  " Home  Worker  ” is  an  elastic  one,  which 
can  cover  basket-makers,  piano-tuners,  physiotherapists 
and  many  others  who  carry  on  trade  or  profession  from 
their  home  base.  This  figure,  too,  stays  fairly  constant 
at  approximately  1,500. 

Outside  home  and  workshop,  there  are  4,465  blind 
people  (357  more  than  in  1947)  who  are  engaged  in  a 
wide  varietv  of  occupations.  Some  work  in  offices  as 
shorthand-tvpists,  telephone  operators,  administrators, 
others  in  hospitals  as  physiotherapists,  or  in  shops 
which  they  manage  as  their  own  business.  Blind 
lecturers,  teachers,  lawyers  and  clergymen  are  actively 
engaged  in  their  professions. 

The  blind  have  continued  to  prove  their  worth  in 
open  industry — a comparatively  new  field  of  employ- 
ment for  them,  and  one  in  which  they  are  now  firmly 
established.  Of  the  4,465  blind  people  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  paragraph,  more  than  one-third  are  working 
alongside  sighted  colleagues  in  works  and  factories. 


At  home  or  in  Homes 

There  are  42,923  blind  people  over  the  age  of  65, 
whose  problems  are  naturally  different  from  those  of 
the  younger  generation.  Homes  for  the  elderly  are 
increasing  in  number,  but  there  are  still  over  3,000 
blind  men  and  women  whose  only  home  is  the  }*ublic 
Assistance  Institution.  The  friendly  help  given  to 
those  living  in  their  owm  homes  by  Home  Teachers  is 
invaluable,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  see  that  the 
number  of  these  workers  has  increased  from  536  to 
567. 


The  Newly-Blinded 

7,586  people  were  registered  for  the  first  time  as 
blind  in  the  year  1947  48.  of  whom  323  women  and 
534  men  were  between  the  ages  of  21  and  50.  One  of 
the  most  rewarding  activities  of  the  National  Institute, 
in  collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  is  the 
social  and  industrial  rehabilitation  of  such  people,  who 
have  many  years  of  active  life  ahead  of  them.  The 
results  of  this  work  will  be  increasingly  shown  in  the 
future,  as  the  number  of  the  so-called  " unemployable  ” 
blind  diminishes. 


/ 
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